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Again  we  present  our  annual  confection  of  lovelies  who  have  achieved  the  least  in.  liberation 
with  the  most  in  influence,  or  up  your  downer. 


•Jfa  package  of  tight   underwear  goes  to  Robert  Stanfield  to 
help  support  his  views  on  Gay  Rights. 

•y£e  copy  of  Is  There  a  Doctor  in  the  House?  to  Vancouver's 
Dick  Rulens  so  that  he  can  discover  what   he  really  is. 

*Jj    5|Ca  year's  supply  of  Clockwork  Orange  eyelashes  to  Alice 
Cooper,  rockdom's  answer  to  the  stripper  who  needs  a  gimmick. 


. 


-j^we're  sending  a  box  of  butter  glazed, 
carrot-flavoured  sphincters  to  Dr.  Every- 
thing -you-al  ways  -wanted-  to-know  -about  - 
sex-but-sfcouZdn't-Rueben  toasting  his 
t .v.  talkshow  debut . . . 


# 


#• 


year's  supply  of  Mom's  Apple  Pie  Mix  to  Kenny  Bagnell 
and  all  those  other  soul  darlings  of  the  Homespun  Toronto  Press 
in  keeping  the  moral  flavour  nice  'n  tasty. 


to  aid  them 


* 


■Exclusive  Male     has    folded 
(don't  they  always.) 


•*. 


5|Ca  plastique  fairy  wand  goes  to  the  Manatee  Club  so  that 
they  can  keep  the  ghetto  bright  and  artificial  as  an  Eaton's 
display  window  for  all   their  macho-mannequins. 

Tpsome  Phoney  Baloney  to  peter  maloney.  This  mass  of  expec- 
tation turned  out  to  be  nothing  but  a  quivering  mess  of  liberal 
jelly. 


"the   Fay    1,'ray  award   of  dizzy 
s;clls  and  fainting  goes   to  those  per- 
nicious    little  pamphleteers  of  hate   litera- 
ture,   TEEN   CHALLENGE. 


„i^the,Cf°UPif  Arrd  g°"  t0  the  Legislature    (whoever  they 

t  1    veni°r        ,      "T^   "^  R'ghtS   C°de   »hich   fa«=    »   note 

that    lavender  coloured  skin  is  also  a  shade  of  oppression. 

,   Obi  "°"icla,1  orSa""  to  Erna  Koffman  so  that  she  can  Ripoff 
i   f«  more   richly   rewarding  tunes  at   her  establishment   teas 


5jwe  are  sending  a  reality  banquet  to  the  publishers  of  Af- 
ter  Dark  to  nibble  on  while  they  photograph  all  those  sexless" 
wonders   in  their  heavily  retouched,   soft-focus   cloeet. 


•jCthe  horny-pom  award  goes  to  Canada's  dime  store  equiva- 
lent of  Valley  of  the  Dolls  -  The  Queers  of  New  York  (a  pene- 
trating look  at  the  sex  life  of  the  Kapuskasing  Snail  as  seen 
through  the  eyes  of  an  Alaska  King  Crab.) 


jfc.  spra     can  of  Sodom  and  Gommorrah  super  dry  deodorant 
spra      to  the    lovel.es  of  the  Western  Guard  as  f;    d 

people  prefer   it    ;    to    1   over  Mace   in  the  Face. 

kidfc  ^ard'L^'   "U"  I'  She-    and  "h0  d0«  she  '"ink   she's 

David  U  Z^SZZ   'l.oerlter^'Tc^et^r^ed      k    *-«»»£.    '-  -   not    ..as,   goes   the    'a  , 
'"  "u:ak]  v  plped      ket.  you're  nothing  but  a  basket'   award  to  Mick  dagger  and 

•jf.  Rolling  Stones    for   selling  the  sex    in   sexism. 


Vfa  package  of  puffed  wheat   to  Toronto's    embarrassment   Ur 
Daniel  Cappon  who  constantly  confuses  his  polychloride  bi-phen- 
als  with  his  polymorphous  bi-sexuals.   This  superannuated  bag 
of  wind  bears  about  as  much  relevance  to  psychiatry  as   cereal 
corporations  do  to  nutrition. 

Jfjand  finally,    last  but   not    least  goes   the    'a  tisket    a   tas- 
;t,   you're  nothing  but  a  basket'   award  tn  Mi^l    hoo»r  -,.,,1  .w- 


__ 


editorial: 


gone   'fission 


when  division  occurs,  it  is  often  a  painful  process.   Idealism  may  falter  and  friendships 
fade,   but  in  the  long  run,  it  can  be  useful  in  clarifying  fundamental  issues  and  determining 

more  profitable  directions.   The  pay  movement  in  Toronto  has  experienced  just  such  a  rupture. 

On  November  28,  the  entire  social  service  staff  (3  women  and  2   menl ,  alnnv;  \sith  I  members 
of  the  Board  of  Directors,  resigned  from  CHAT  (Community  Momophile  Association  of  Toronto). 
This  has  precipitated  the  disengagement  from  the  orrnn i nation  of  a  core  of  neople  (conveniently 
but  generally  inaccurately  labelled  as  'radical')  who  could  no  longer  conceive  of  workim'  within 
its  limiting  structure.   The  break  which  occurred  is  a  fundamental  one  and  is  happening  in 
various  ways  throughout  the  movement  in  North  America. 

CIIAT  was  seen,  at  its  founding,  to  he  a  moderate  organization,  in  order  to  appeal  to  as 
many  people  in  the  gay  community  as  possible.   However,  the  potential  for  the  development  of 
mutual  understanding  among  various  types  of  gay  people  never  materialized.   Instead,  distrust 
and  personal  animosity  began  to  infect  the  working  atmosphere.   It  should  be  realised  that  one 
weakness  has  always  been  at  the  heart  of  the  organization.  CIIAT  was  built  around  one  man,  a  man 
who  eventually  could  not  cope  with  its  sudden  growth.   The  'dictatorship'  was  benevolent,  but 
nonetheless  a  dictatorship,  and  all  people  working  within  it  had  to  come  to  terms  with  this  fad 
in  one  way  or  another.  As  CHAT  grew,  it  became  more  and  more  concerned  with  "the  good 
organization"   and  with  legitimacy,  and  respectability.  An  organization  may  increase  in  prestige, 
but  it  may  do  little  to  alleviate  the  oppression  of  the  individuals  it  ostensibly  represents. 
In  other  words,  the,  "good  of  the  organization"   does  not  mean  the  good  of  the  individual  (cf . 
the  relationship  of  the  NAACP  to  the  black  movement  in  the  United  States).   When  events  occur 
which  threaten  or  damage  this  respectability,  the  instinctive  reaction  is  to  deny  connections, 
to  hurriedly  redefine  responsibility,  to  invoke  a  hitherto  mute  and  uninformed  constituency  as 
sanction  for  reactionary  measures,  and  to  sacrifice  individuals  who  represent  an  embarrassment 
in  fine,  to  attempt  to  salvage  the  reputation  of  the  organization  at  the  expense  of  almost  every- 
thing else. 

At  least  six  individuals  were  sacrificed  for  the  good  of  the  organization.   They  were  pre- 
cisely the  people  who  often  bore  the  brunt  of  the  work  and  the  difficulties  which  repeatedly 
arose  in  an  office  supposedly  trying  to  be  all  things  to  all  people.   They  were  also  among  the 
people  most  willing  to  devote  their  time  and  energies  to  the  movement  at  whatever  cost  to 
'career'  and  'security'.  The  attempts  to  create  a  more  effective  social  service  failed,  mainly  because  little 
authentic  support  was  ever  given  by  the  president  and  the  board  of  directors.  The  support  was  not  given  be- 
cause the  move  to  expand  services  was  construed  as  threatening  to  the  vertical  lines  of  authority  emanating 
from  the  president.  Although  the  staff  had  communicated  in  good  faith  with  the  president  and  the  board  and 
received  tacit  agreement  for  a  certain  horizontal  autonomy,  they  were  subsequently  deserted  by  the  executive 
in  front  of  the  general  membership.   The  withdrawal  of  support  was  a  reactionary  move,  particularly  by  the 
president,  and  was  the  last  in  a  series  of  such  retreats. 

In  the  early  days  of  1972,  the  new  CHAT  centre  was  touted  as  a  genuine  meeting  place,  for  all  gay  people 
groups,  who  were  to  share  in  its  use,  and  upkeep.   But  the  intrinsically  compromising  influence 
nment  L.I. P.  grant  (i.e.  defuse  discontent  with  conditional  funding)  soon  shattered  that  hope. 
ame  an  embarrassment  to  GHAT  after  an  "irate  mother",  encouraged  by  the  noisy 
.  Krna  Koffman,  and  backed  by  the  Toronto  Sun,  accused  CHAT  of  sending  obscene  material 
through  tht  mails.   RehftSth  Bagnell's  hatchet  column  during  Cay  Pride  Week  led  to  further  disavowals 
connection!  with  iO-Called  [ay  groups.   liven  Cay  Youth  was  discouraged  from  using  the  centre  because 

1  '  th'  '-'"'<  ■'-  '  itus  of  minors.  The  concept  of  a  gay  community  centre  had  Lndi  ed  suffered  a  remark 

■ 
When  administrative  chaos  and  inefficiency  are  rampant,  there  are  two  obvious  solutions:   (a)  Discuss 
the  problem  seri         i/i  people  a  chance  to  experiment  without  constant  paternalistic  interference,  and 
come  to  terms  with  personality  differences,  or  (b)  impose  a  bureaucratic  power  structure  from  above,  i  i 
hierarchy  which  a  worker  either  capitulates  to  or  leaves.   CIIAT,  it  its  refusal  to  allow  the  so, i  .1 
any  freedom,  opted  for  the  second.   A  healthy  atmosphere  is  rarelv  encouraged  in  an  organization  with  a 
president  paranoid  about  eroding  authority  and  opportunist  advisors  onlv  too  willing  to  resort  to  pett) 
treachery.   The  result  was  that  the  social  service  was  rewarded  for  its  efforts  with  charges  of  incompetence, 
laziness  and  rebellion. 

CHAT,  then,  can  no  longer  be  called  a  moderate  organization.   It  is  a  reactionary  organization,  w.th 
r»lituil  views  ranging  from  conservative  to  non-existent.  It  is  a  Canadian  Mattachinc  Society,  but  a 
Mattachine  bociety  before  gay  lib  erupted  to  view.   It  is  anti-democratic  and  paternalistic,  'it  is  embued 
with  the  aura  of  the  comfortable  closet.   Gay  liberation  organizations  cannot  have  executive  members  who  will 
vice  PresiLrfeh?!/01^  P^UC'  ^   now  d°eS  n0t  even  tokenly  sPeak  for  **Y   women ■   Patricia  Murphy,  the 
to  give  women  a  voce  SSn^2!   n  reS1*ned) '  "ceived  little  encouragement  and  less  thanks  for  her  attempts 
to  give  women  a  voice  within  CHAT.   Hers  was  an  admirable  but  losing  battle 

we  now  tTassHm"!  JlM?}*?*  alli8ned  itScIf  with  business  interests  and  with  middle  class  respectability,  are 
OIAT  can  sti  iTVrLl  ^T  ™y   relatlonsl,iP  •*«!  the  radical  and  the  politically  active?  Of  course, 

1 11  serve  a  useful  "purpose  with  its  social  service  (although  it  is  not  considered  at  all  a  priority) 
1  probably  be  its  only  important  focus).   One  can  only  hope  that  the  needs  and 
11  not  be  completely  lost  in  the  administration  of  the  bureaucracy. 


i 


and  as  a  social   club    (which 
contributions  of  the  individual 
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chat  president   replies 


Having  commented  on  CHAT  and  myself  in  the  current  edit- 
orial, and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  The  Body  Politic  only  ap- 
nears  every  two  months,  the  collective  in  an  unprecedented 
move  and  in  the  interest  of  fairness,  kindly  allowed  me  to 
read  the  editorial  prior  to  publication  in  order  that  I  might 
respond . 

I  have  considered  this  option  and  have  decided  that  there 
is  no  response,  for  what  is  stated  in  the  editorial  is:  The 


truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth  -  so  help 
me  God.  How  could  it  be  otherwise  for  they  are  "all  honour- 
able men"?  (quote  Shakespeare) 

My  fondest  personal  regards  to  the  collective  -  Ed  Jack- 
son, Hughie  Brewster,  Gerry  llannon,  Jerry  Moldenhauer  and 
the  others  -  all  honourable  men,  and  my  judges. 


George  Hislop 


growing 


This  issue  marks  the  beginning  of  our  second  year  of  pub- 
lication. In  Nov.  1971  gay  activists  seeking  to  extend  their 
sphere  of  influence  and  build  the  gay  liberation  movement,  de- 
cided to  channel  their  energies  into  the  production  of  a  news- 
paper. Born  out  of  the  need  and  optimism  which  are  the  essent- 
ial driving  forces  of  gay  liberation,  The  Body  Politic,  in  its 
first  year,  has  been  involved  in  a  steady  uphill  struggle.  Read- 
ers who  have  followed  the  paper  from  issue  to  issue  can  apprec- 
iate our  continuing  effort  to  improve  both  the  quality  and  di- 
versity of  the  paper's  contents.  Providing  news  coverage  of  the 
Canadian  and  International  gay  movements,  publishing  the  views 
and  theoretical  articles  of  Canadian  activists,  and  encourag- 
ing the  contributions  of  gay  artists  --  The  Body  Politic  has 
filled  a  media  vacuum  which  itself  has  been  an  important  ele- 
ment in  sustaining  gay  oppression. 

The  most  obvious  indication  of  The  Body  Politic's  success 
is  our  ever  increasing  distribution.  Originally  hoping  to  ach- 
ieve only  nation-wide  distribution,  we  have  now  gone  beyond 
that  goal  in  securing  a  significant  number  of  outlets  outside 
Canada.  About  3000  papers  are  distributed  through  street  sales 
and  business  outlets  in  Toronto,  Montreal  and  Vancouver.  In 
addition,  approximately  500  papers  are  sold  in  17  other  cities 
located  in  Mew  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia,  Manitoba,  Alberta,  Sas- 
katchewan, Ontario,  Quebec  and  British  Columbia.  Our  internat- 
ional distribution  totals  about  6S0  papers.  In  the  USA  we  sell 
about  J00  copies  through  outlets  in  11  cities.  Nearly  100  pap- 
ers are  sold  in  England  through  bookstores  located  in  London 
and  Leeds.  Stores  in  Sydney  and  Melbourne  Australia  sell  130 
papers.  Smaller  quantities  are  distributed  in  Denmark  and  Italy. 

For  the  collective,  the  most  meaningful  indication  of  the 
importance  of  The  Body  Politic  as  an  instrument  effecting  the 
"growth  of-gay  consciousness"   is  the  state  of  the  Canadian  gay 
movement.  We  feel  that  The  Body  Politic  has  had  a  significant 
positive  impact  upon  both  the  growth  and  organizational  qual- 
ity of  the  Canadian  Gay  Movement.  Correspondence  with  other 
Canadian  gay  organizations  and  with  individuals  interested  in 
establishing  new  liberation  groups  has  been  a  priority  in  the 
work  of  our  office  staff.  Comparing  our  'community  page'  of 
one  year  ago  with  the  issue  7  listings,  one  realizes  that  while 
a  few  groups  have  ceased  to  function,  there  are  now  about  twice 
as  many  listings,  and  gay  liberation  is  an  active  movement  in 
seven  provinces,  compared  with  three  a  year  ago. 

Naturally,  we  are  sympathetic  to  every  attempt  to  better 
the  social  and  political  situation  of  homosexuals  within  a  so- 
ciety which  is  both  anti-sexual  and  sexist.  At  the  same  time, 
we  uphold  the  critical  function  of  social  analysis  as  a  vital 
need  in  our  struggle  to  create  a  new  society.  Our  critical  eye 
therefore  attempts  to  look  at  gay  oppression  as  it  exists  both 
outside  and  within  the  gay  movement.  Jearld  Moldenhauer's  re- 


marks at  the  Gay  Pride  Week  Rally  reflect  this  concept:  "Look- 
ing ahead,   beyond  these  years  of  struggle  for  our  basic  civil 
rights,    the  most  important  function  of  The  Body  Politic  is  to 
offer  articles  of  social  analysis  and  philosophical  speculation 

-  pointing  toward  the  day  of  liberation  from  the  repressive 
sexual/political  organization  of  contemporary  times.   Gay  lib- 
eration involves  an  active,   ongoing  intellectual  and  experien- 
tial struggle  toward  this  freedom.    It  is  our  responsibility   to 
present  intellectual  arguments  on  various  aspects  of  sexuality 

-  with  the  hope  that  we  may  encourage  a  greater  awareness  and 
analysis  of  sexual /political  oppression." 

Many  readers  have  commented  on  our  choice  of  The  Body  Pol- 
itic as  a  title.  Norman  0.  Brown's  Love's  Body  makes  several 
references  to  'the  body  politic'  which  we  reprint  below: 


"Psychoanalysis  shows  the  sexual  organization  of  the  body 
physical  to  be  a  political  organization;  the  body  is  a  body 
politic.  Psychoanalysis  stands  or  falls  on  the  expansion  of 
the  idea  of  sexuality  to  comprehend  the  entire  life  of  the 
human  body;  attributing  a  sexual  ("erotogenic")  action  to  all 
parts,  organs,  or  "zones";  or  rather,  envisaging  sexuality 
as  an  energy  diffused  throughout  the  whole  body,  and  capable 
of  displacement  from  one  part  to  another,  and  of  transform- 
ation from  one  mode  of  manifestation  to  another  (polymorphism; 
metamorphosis).  What  the  psychoanalytically  uninitiated  call 
"sex"  psychoanalysis  calls  "genitality",  or  "genital  organ- 
ization", seeing  in  it  an  arrangement,  a  modus  vliicy.^l,    a  po- 
litical arrangement  arrived  at  after  stormy  upheavals  in  *hf> 
house  of  Oedipus.  The  arrangement  is  to  concentrate  sexuality 
in  one  part  of  the  body,  the  genital;  this  concentration,  or 
organization,  establishes  the  "primacy"  of  one  "component-im- 
pulse", which  is  now  the  "dominating"  or  "supreme"  component- 
impulse  in  the  sexual  life  of  the  body.  It  is,  says  Freud, 
a  well-organized  tyranny,  of  a  part  over  the  whole." 
Cf.  Freud,  General  Introduction, 332.  Brown,  Life  Against 
Death,  2S-28~. 

"It  is  part  of  the  tyranny  of  genital  organization  that 
its  slaves  are  blind,  and  see  not  tyranny  but  natural  nec- 
essity. The  status  quo  bears  the  seal  of  familiarity,  until 
the  seal  is  broken;  the  apocalypse.  The  revolutionary  idea 
in  psychoanalysis  is  the  idea  of  the  body  as  a  (political) 
organization,  a  body  politic;  as  a  historical  variable;  as 
plastic.  Man  Makes  Himself,  his  own  body;  his  image  of  the 
body;  the  Eternal  Body  of  Man  is  the  Imagination." 
Blake,  The  Laocoon,  776. 


. 


zappin'  cappon 


,„,  T"°   lotions  concern  us.  Where  does  professional  integrity  in  psychiatry 

end  and  charlatanism  begin?  where  does  professional  integrity  in  Journalism 

end  and  hate  mongering  begin?  The  answer,  we  think,  is  vividly  demonstrated  in  the 

Erratic  ^not^n^"^ 

the  right  to  the  title  of  i«  L   '  1     >'  "*•  Capp0n  <he  has  lon8  sin«  abdicated 
a  pencLt  for  delivering  ^Vl^^^JZ^^^UZn^^ 

taineTfrraS?,CTSlVbSent-  He  *"  JUSt  di"°-red  the  media  milage  to  be T 
tamed  from  attacking  homosexuality.  The  Toronto  Star  is  the  newspaper  which  dem 
onstrated  during  Gay  Pride  Week  last  August  its  fundamental  lack  of  concern  for 

he  oppression  experienced  by  the  homosexual  minority.  Both  the  psychiatrist  and 
or'fact^u^f  ,'•'  !!hrged  r«»ai"ts  •»  «"   f»edoms.  Neither  have  found  rea  on 
im,>  J  thelr  3ttaCkS  -  Pa<>d"ing  'O  basest  fears  and  the  most  irrat- 

ional prejudices  is  infinitely  easier.  irrat- 

we  25  rjyrri^^  ~i\££~  ^  ----- 

£r5^JS^S.T*~.    *—  -   -    W  "  surprise 


Itions  from  new  writers  and  new  artists 
vendor  and  want  to  make  a  little  money 


ll.ng"theJpapcr  'please 
welcome,  too       P        ""  US-   F1""Ki«  donations  are  not  un- 


the  growth    of 
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Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 
Box  6572,  Station  G 
Vancouver  8 
681-4768 

Gay  People  of  U.B.C. 
Box  9,  Student  Union  Building 
University  of  British  Columbia 
Meetings:  Thurs .  12:30PM  SUB  213 
Phones:  736-7556,  736-5319 

Women's  Place 
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SASKATCHEWAN 


Community  Homophile  Association  of  Toronto 
406  Jarvis  St. .Toronto  M4V  2G6  (C.ll.A.T.) 
Phones:  964-0653,  964-1299 

24  hr.  emergency  service 
CHAT  Centre:  14  Hagerman  St . (upstairs) 
Meetings:  Tuesday  8PM  at  the  Centre. 

University  of  Toronto  Homophile  Association 
S.A.C.  Building,  Hart  House  Circle,  U  of  T 
Meetings:  alternate  Wednesdays  at  SPM  but 
check  the  Varsity  or  contact  Ian  Young  at 
694-8752. 

York  University  Homophile  Association 
Gays  take  the  phones  at  the 
Harbinger  Counselling  Service 
Rm  109  -  Atkinson  College 
11  Am  to  1  PM  -  Ph:  667-3632 
Phone  for  YUJIA  meeting  times 

Toronto  Gay  Action(T.f».A. ) 
4  Kensington  Ave. 
Toronto  M5T  2J7 
Phones:  564-8895,  922-5787 

The  Women's  Place 
31  Dupont  St.  929-3185 
Lesbian  Drop-in  one 
Friday  per  month  SPM. 

OTTAWA 


KITCHENER/ WATERLOO 

Waterloo  Universities 
Gay  Liberation  Movement 
c/o  Federation  of  Students 
University  of  Waterloo 
Meetings:  Monday  SP'1 
Campus  Centre 
Phone;  578-8544 

Women's  Collective 
300  Erb  St. 

Waterloo 

LONDON 


University  of  Western  Ontario 
Homophile  Association 

Somerville  House 

Meetings:  Monday  SPM 

Grad.    Lounge  Som. 


Use. 


QUEBEC 


Saskatoon  Gay  Action 
P.O.  Box  1662 
Saskatoon  Sask. 

Women ' s  Liberat  ion 
116  3rd.  Ave.S.  Suite  210 

242-5830 

MANITOBA 


WINNIPEG 

Campus  Gay  Club 
Student  Union 
University  of  Manitoba 
Winnipeg  Man. 

Women's  House 
175  Nassau  St.  N. 


Gays  of/d'Ottawa 
P.O.  Box  2919, Station  D 

Ottawa  KIP  5W9 

Meetings:  alternate  Tuesdays 
at  Pestalozzi,  160  Chapel, 
22nd.  floor  lounge  8PM. 
GO  Centre-6th  floor  Pestalo;; 
open  7-10PM  Mon-Fri. 
2-7PM  Sat  f,  Sun. 
Phone:  238-1717 

GO-Carleton  University 
Meetings:  Wed.  8PM 
Language  Lounge 
Patterson  Hall  Rm.  111. 

Ottawa  Women's  Centre 
136  Lewis  St. (rear) 
233-2560 


Windsor  Homophile  Association 
Meetings:  Wed.  7PM  U.  of  Windsor 
Rm.  2103  Math.  Bldg . 

Women's  Liberation 
76  University  St.  W. 
Rm.  603 
254-880Q 


GAY 

3480  Mctavish  St. 
392-8921 

GAY-Vanier 
Vanier  CLGEP 
Ville  St.  L.iurent 
744-4935,  744-0138 

Centre  des  Femmes 
3908  rue  Metana 

Women' s  Centre 
3694  Ste.  Famille 

NOVA  SCOTIA 

HALIFAX 

Gay  Alliance  for  Equality [fi. A. E. ) 
P.O.  Box  3031  South  Postal  Sta 
Halifax 

Meetings:  Wed.  8PM 
Green  Lantern  Bldg.,  Suite  208 


Any  Gay  or  Women  's  group 
wishing  to  be   listed  write 
Paul  Macdonald 
c/o  Community  Page 
4  Kensington  Ave., 
Toronto  MST  2J?  Ont. 
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THIS  MAP  WILL  HELP  YOU  FIND  SOME  OF  THE  GAY  PLACES  IN  TORONTO.  BARS,  CLUBS,  BATHS,  RESTAURANTS  AND  PARKS 


IP0¥§ 


HAVE  ALL  BEEN  POINTED  OUT,  IN  AN  EFFORT  TO  COVER  EVERYONE'S  INTERESTS.  YOU  SHOULD  B 
IS  ILLEGAL  -  GO  HOME,  OR  TO  A  PRIVATE  PLACE. 

ALL  SPOTS  IN  THE  DOWNTOWN  AREA  ARE  WITHIN  WALKING  DISTANCE  OF  EACH  OTHER. 
BY  DRIVING  OR  TAKING  THE  PUBLIC  TRANSPORT  IN  THE  DIRECTION  SHOWN. 


IE  AWARE  THAT  SEX  IN  A  PUBLIC  PLACE 


THE  PLACES  WITH  ARROWS  MAY  EE  REACHED 


1.  Queen's  Park  - 

warm  evenings  esp.  Fri .  and  Sat. 

2.  St.  Joseph  St.  from  Queen's  Park 
to  Yonge  St. 

*  •"  --*-  "inatee  -  very  popular,  light 
show,  dancing.   14  St.  Joseph  St., 
$2.00  Fri.  and  Sat.,  $1.75  Sunday 
nights.  Opens  10  P.M.  guys  only 
>ne  922-1898. 


4.  The  Parkside  bar  on  Yonge  St.  at 
Breadalbane  -  men's  room  all  gay. 

5.  Momma  Coopers,  above  the  Parkside, 
good  dancing  spot,  women  welcome. 

6.  The  St.  Charles  -  bar  -  and  upstaii 
the  Maygay  club. 


7.  Yonge  St.  itself  is  good  cruising 
around  many  of  the  quieter  corner 
from  Dundas  to  Bloor. 

8.  If  you  like  a  quiet  st.  to  cruise 
try  Grosvenor  and  Grenville  or  in 
front  of  the  YMCA  on  College. 


9.  Fran's  on  College  St. 
taurant  in  the  late  e 


Bloor  StJoanforth  Ave. 


Wellesley  St 


Front  St.  E. 

^^~ 

Lakeshore 

Blvd. 

20 

Toronto  Harbour 


ferries  to 
b  the  Island  Parks 


i  baths  - 
gay  staff  -  good  decor. 

an  Steam  Bath  - 
wdimy  gay. 

13.  University  of  Toronto  Hi 
Assoc.  (UTHA)  .Iork  University 
also  has  a  gay' organization. 

14.  Philosophers  walk  -  behind  the 
Royal  Ontario  Museum. 

15.  Inside  the  Colonnade  on  Bloor 
near  Bay  St. 


16.  Glad  Day,  gay  bookstore  and  the 
office  of  the  Body  Politic,  #4 
Kensington  Ave.,  Phone  364-6731 
anytime.  The  book  store  is  a 
unique  collection  of  Gay-oriented 
literature. 

17.  The  511  Club  -  dancing  -  511  Yonge 
St.  Phone  921-9047. 

18.  The  Community  Homophile  Associatlo 
of  Toronto  (CHAT),  dance  and  meeti 
hall,  14  Hagerman  St.   For  infor- 
mation phone  964-0653. 

19.  CHAT  offices  -  406  Jarvis,  24  hour 
phone  service  -  964-0653. 

20.  Kew  Beach  -  two  miles  off  the  map 
along  the  lakeshore  or  take  the 


21.  Haitian's  Point  -  take  the  ferry  s 
designated  and  walk  to  the  beach 
on  the  lake  exposure  for  the  gaye 
spot. 

22.  The  "Club"  -  (Blue  Jay)  w< 
gay  club  -  336  Pape  at  Get- 
Phone  463-4630  Thurs.,  Fri.,  and 
Sat.  nights. 


23.  High  Pk.  another  fine  Park,  in  th 
west  end. 

24.  David  Balfour  Park  -  in  the  gorge 
area  below  the  playing  field. 

25.  Charley  O's  -  bar  -  previously 
the  Bay  House. 


John  Scythes 


sngaoaHBcaERvvv.'.wNw.'.wv 


BOOKS 


Canadian    Content  ? 


A  Not  So  Gay  World,  Marion  Foster  and 
Kent  Murray,  McClelland  and  Stewart, 
1972,  240  pages,   $6.95. 


The  past  year  has  seen  the  public- 
ation of  a  number  of  excellent  American 
books  on  the  topic  of  homosexual itv. 
They  have  been  written  either  oy  homo- 
sexuals awakened  to  serious  enquiry  by 
the  gay  liberation  movement  or  by 
straight  sociologists  and  psychologists 
freed  from  the  strictures  of  prejudice 
masquerading  as  scientific  theory.   For 
the  first  time  it  is  possible  to  acquire 
a  balanced  view  of  the  gay  world  with- 
out constant  reference  to  dysfunction, 
deviation  and  disease,  and  without  the 
introduction  of  those  favourite  stock 
characters:  Castrating  Mommy  and  Dis- 
tant Detached  Daddy. 

It  is  therefore  disappointing  to 
discover  that  the  first  book  on  homo- 
sexuality in  Canada  fails  in  almost 
every  way  to  inform  or  enlighten.  A  Hot 
So  Gay  World  is  out  of  date  and  full 
of  serious  factual   errors.  At  best  it 
is  an  epitaph  to  a  vanishing  life.  The 
title  is  a  cheap  and  facile  put-down, 
surely  an  example  of  publishing  cowar- 
dice at  its  worst.  One  can  only  hope 
the  authors  were  not     party  to  its  se- 
lection. As  a  homosexual   active  in  the 
gay  movement  in  Canada,   I  am  appalled 
that  those  authors  thought  it  too  much 
of  a   'gamble'   to  use  their  real   names. 
It  is  a  gamble  which  must  be  taken  now, 
not  tomorrow,  and  if  there  were  valid 
reasons  for  the  caution,  better  the 
book  not  be  written  at  all. 

Why  does   the  book  fail?   It  fails 
because  of  a  needless  duplication  of 
material   found  in  more  adequate  books 
and  because  of  a  real   confusion  in  pur- 
pose. What  we  don't  need  is  one  more 
tired  glossary  of  gay  world  terminology 
such  as   'dyke'  and   'drag  queen'.   What 
we  don't  need  is  another  visit  to  the 
underworld,  a  guided  tour  for  the  naive 
small-town  lesbian  couple  of  all   the 
exciting  dangers  of  Toronto  bars,   half 
of  which  no  longer  exist.   And  what  we 
don't  need  is  yet  another  book  delineat- 
ing the  "giant  sivxdow"  of  loneliness 
haunting  the  life  of  the  homosexual. 

Ostensibly  an  attempt  to  show  Can- 
adian homosexuals  are  no  different  from 
heterosexuals,  A  Not  So  Gay  World  subtly 
demonstrates  in  various  ways  that  there 


are  pressures  and  attitudes  in  this 
society  which  frequently  do  force  them 
to  be  different.     The  series  of  inter- 
views which  constitute  the  body  of  the 
book  reveal   some  rather  unusual   people. 
It  is  not  clear  how  free  they  were  to 
choose  their  particular  life  style  and 
how  much  they  were  powerless  victims 
of  an  oppressive  society.     A  young  ho- 
mosexual   reading  some  of  the  interviews 
might  well  wonder  if  to  be  gay  meant 
having  to  live  a  similar  life  and  be 
depressed  at  the  prospect. 

Because  the  interviewees  are  allowed 
only  to  discuss  their  adaptation  to 
their  sexual   orientation,  the  cumulative 
effect  is  one  of  excessive  preoccupation 
with  sex.     We  learn  little  of  other  as- 
pects of  their  lives,  although  presum- 
ably they  do  exist.     There  seems  to  be 
no  unifying  theme  to  the  interviews, 
other  than  a  rather  defensive:   See, 
homosexuals  are  just  people,  aren't 
they?     This  we  should  not  have  to  be 
told.      In  addition,   few  of  the  people 
have  really  thought  about  their  sexual- 
ity and  consequently  have  picked  up 
second-hand  theories.     Eugene,  for  ex- 
ample,  thinks  male  homosexuals  inter- 
ested in  anal   intercourse  are  merely 
looking  for  a  vaginal   substitute. 


What  purports  to  be  a  study  of  ho- 
mosexuality in  Canada  is  in  reality  a 
look  at  homosexuality  in  Toronto,  with 
a  superficial   survey  of  national   qay 
life  typified  by  the  attitude  expressed 
by  a  friend  of  the  author:    "There  isn't 
a  spot  in  the  country  where  you  can't 
find  someone".   Completely  missed  was 
the  opportunity  to  interview  gay  people 
in  small   towns  and  rural   areas  in  order 
to  contrast  the  kind  of  pressures  they 
experience  with  urban  life  styles.  The 
authors  make  no  attempt  to  explain  why 
a  brief  cruising  guide  is  the  best  they 
can  do  and  if  that  may  change. 

A  certain  nostalgia  pervades  the 
book.   The  most  obvious  example  of  the 
constant  turning  to  the  past  rather 
than  the  future  is  the  exchange  between 
two  lesbians  remembering  the  good  old 
days.  That  was  when  Toronto  the  Good 
was  completely  unaware  that  lurking 
behind  tne  bland  moralistic  facade  was 
a  lively  subculture  of  sleazy  bars,   po- 
lice raids  and  brawling  leather-jacketed 
dykes.   There  appears  to  be  genuine  re- 
gret at  the  changes  involved  in  a  min- 
ority surfacing  to  view.  All   that  is 
disappearing  and  with  it  goes  the  par- 
ody of  heterosexual   role  playing  often 
evident  in  these  pages.  The  sole  attempt 
at  analysing  the  changing  social   con- 
ditions and  their  influences  on  sexual 
attitudes  comes  in  the  interview  with 
Chris  Fox,  who  describes  her  experiences 
on  the  24-hour  distress  line  of  the 
social    service  division  of  the  Commun- 
ity Homophile  Association  of  Toronto 
(CHAT).   Also  valuable  are  George  His- 
lop's  discussion  of  CHAT's  work  in  the 
courts  and  persecution  of  homosexuals 
by  the  police  and  the  legal   system, 
and  Charlie  Hill's  explanations  for 
the  initial   growth  of  gay  groups  on 
university  campuses  rather  than  in  the 
community,  where  fear  of  losing  jobs 
and  paranoia  still   immobilizes  homosex- 
uals. 

Finally,  A  Not  So  Gay  World  fails 
to  record  the  developments  in  the  gay 
movement  in  the  past  half  year,   part- 
icularly in  Toronto  and  Vancouver. 
Some  of  the  most  notable  events  have 
occurred  quite  recently,  for  example 
Gay  Pride  Week  in  August.   The  list  of 
homophile  associations  in  Canada  is 
out  of  date  and  could  easily  have  been 
checked  before  printing.   Even  the 
proof-reading   is  slap-dash.  A  Not  So 
Gay  World  could  have  been  worse  -  but 
not  much. 

ED     JACKSON 
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Sappho  Has  A  Eight -On  Woman:  A  Liber- 
ated View  of  Lesbianism,   Sidney  Ab- 
bott and  Barbara  Love,  Stein  and  Day, 
1972,   239  pages,    $9.75. 


The  Mss.    (the  plural  of  Ms.,   I 
think)  Abbott  and  Love,   in  writing 
Sa£pho,  succeeded  in  doing  what  they 
say  had  never  been  done  -  the  creation 
of  an  authentic  socio-psychological 
study  of  the  Lesbian  -  as  well  as 
writing  a  book  about  Lesbian  -  and 
human  -  liberation. 

The  book  itself  is  divided  into 
two   sections.     The  first,   What  It  Was 
Like,   deals  with  the  feelings  most 
Lesbians  grew  up  with  due  to  the 
social  attitudes  their  very  existence 
is  contrary  to.     The  Lesbian  is  in- 
herently outside  the  bounds  which 
sexist  society  sets  for  "femininity"  - 
she  goes  beyond  the  strictures  of 
being  "woman"  in  the  traditional 
sense.     Therefore,  she  is  a  challenge 
to  the  system  in  which  she  grew  up 
,        Chapter   1,   Guilt:      The  Parent   Within 
is  concerned  with  how  society's 
standards  impose  guilt  on  the  Lesbian 
and  how  she  has,   in  the  past,  accept- 
ed this  implicit  judgement  of  her 
sexuality.     The  Lesbian  has  been 
triply  oppressed,  as  a  woman,  as  a 
Lesbian  by  society,  plus  her  own  self- 
oppression  due  to  the  imposed  guilt 
She  employs  various  means  of  coping 
with  her  guilt  because  her  socializ- 
ation makes  her  require  societal 
sanctions  and  approval   for  her  life 
Chapter  2,  A  stake  in  the  System 
continues  discussion  on  how  the 
Lesbian  struggles  with  her  sexuality 
and  with  trying  to  survive  within 
straight  society,   how  she  creates 
games  and  rationalizations  to  retain 

her  real  self  into     hiding,  even  to 
the  point  of  becoming,   in  R.D.   Lainq's 
terms,  a   "sane  schizophrenic"  in 
order  to  maintain  some  semblance  of 
mental   balance.     As  a  result,  the 
Lesbian  looks  for  others  with  the 
same  proclivities  as  herself,  to 
ga in  the  approval  of  some  segment 

s^°,;ety  :  hence  tn^Smosexual 
subculture  becomes  her  "Sanctuary" 
tapter  #3).     The  bars  and  cluos 
are  the  main  meeting  places  -  the 
authors  deal  with  the  aspects  of 
whirh°»C  "^"O'W  °f  the  bars, 
which  are  a  necessary  evil,  due  to 
the  Lesbian's  need  for  "psycho 
logics     space"   (p,  77).     Othe?  al- 
ternatives include  isolation  in 
couples  or  i„  a  se1ect  cW°"i™ 
fiends,  constant  flight,  or  fre 
quenting  the  popular  gay  resort 

Island   SUThVVhe   '"?™«"& 
island.     Though  sanctuary  )s  need- 

"prb^^rthetsb?aUn<rbSOc1ty'S 
tL     t    e1bl1a„\-"eed1'n0  t0^lieve 


Linda  Kaah  and  Julie     Moegrove 


as  the  majority  in  their  life  styles 
and  strivings,  except  that  thev  love 
and  make  love  to,  other  women.    In  deny- 
ing the  Lesbian  her  values,  society  is 
in  effect,  denying  her  basic  humanity 
and  instead  grants  her  a  third-class 
citizenship  in  a  clandestine  sub-cult- 
ure which  is  seen  as  bizarre 

Part  two,   Living   the  Future 
concerns  itself  with  what  Lesbians 
must  do,  and   indeed  are  startinq  to 
shin       rh  th*U  ""'"l-class  citizen- 
ship.    Chapter  5,  Mirage  traces  the 
her-story'  of  the  fiqht  for  Lesbian 
recognition  in  the  Women's  Liberation 
movement,   the  parts  that  such  figures 
as  Betty  Friedan,  Ti-Grace  Atkinson, 
Gloria  Steinem,   Kate  Millett,   Susan 
Brownmiller,  and  Caroline  Bird  olayed 
in  the  battle,  followed  by  an  analysis 
of  why  the  Lesbian  cause  was  oriqin- 
ally  and  obstinately  opposed  and  why 
Lesbianism  was  ultimately  accepted 
as  a  valid  and   inteqral   part  of  the 
movement.     This  is  continued  in 
Chapter  6,   Lesbianism  and  Feminism, 
Lesbians  and  Feminists  are  very 
similar  in  their  goals  and  the  women's 
movement  people  have  come  to  real- 
ize that    "Lesbians    live  what  Feminists 
theorize  about;    they   embody   Femin- 
ism."  (p.    137).   These  similarities  are 
discussed  in  detail,   including  fem- 
inist works  and  where  Lesbianism  as 
a  life-style  fits   into  feminism. 
Lesbians  can  be  seen  as  the  vanguard 
ot  the  movement;     in  fact,  the  Les- 
bian is  potentially  the  ultimately 
liberated  woman.     Lesbianism  can  be 
a  political   stance,  and,  to  those  in- 
volved in  the  liberation  movement, 
must  be.     Chapters  5  and  6  may  be 
viewed  as  an  analogy  between  the  in- 
dividual  Lesbian's  identity  crises 
and  those  identity  crises  within  the 
women's  movement.     The  need  for  a 

sn,^^H°r.Self"ima9e  for  homosexuals 
spurred  the  genesis  of  Gay  Liberation. 

Ind  ,11"a tlo\of  9ay  consciousness 
l**'"1   of  society's  defini- 
tion^ of  homosexuality  are  The  Real- 
ization of  Innoaenae    (Chapter  7) 
the  essential   freedom  to  develop  as 
fn,Ma"     e'!!9  w1thout  '"Posed  def- 
rl     "S  al!d  9Ul1t-     ™*  chapter 
nvo  ves  the  Lesbian-as-outlaw  giving 
front  no  a  pos;t1ve  m"ning  and  con- 
fronting society  with  it  as  a  Les- 
bian activist,  pointing  to  the 
rigidities  that  people  have    for  so 
long,  allowed  to  bind  their  human- 


ity.    The  tactics  and  problems  of  the 
homophile  movement  are  set  out  as  are 
the  basic  tenets  of  Gay  Liberation 
For  gay  activists,   the  homosexual 
subculture  has  become  the  qav  counter- 
culture,  suggesting  alternatives  for 
the  closet  cases  in  society  who  must 
live  with  their  guilt  and  fear.     The 
goal   of  Gay  Liberation  (and,   indeed, 
for  all  minority  liberation  move- 
ments)   is   Curing  Society    (Chapter  8), 
for  the  only  cure  for  oppression  is 
rebellion  because  the  roots  of  the 
oppression  lie  deep  within  the  opp- 
ressor,  not  the  oppressed.     It  be- 
comes clear  that  the  younger  gays  are 
the  core  group  for  leading  the  rev- 
olution against  the  oppression  of 
their  sisters  and  brothers  -  they  can 
see  society's  hypocrisies;     they  have 
the  idealism  and  the  fervour     the 
need  for  liberation,   for  freedom  as 
homosexuals,  and  as  humans. 

Chapter  9,  with  its  qloriously 
proud  title,   I'm   ,    •.,,  £,     ...  7  r* 
Beautiful,    concludes  this    'lesberated' 
look  at  society  with  a  summary  of 
what  a  Lesbian  activist  lays  on  the 
line  to  fight  for  her  freedom  as  an 
individual,  admittedly  a   long,   hard 
and  uncertain  struqole.     Put  when  one 
person  can  stand  up  to  society  and 
fom  within  her/himself  honestly  say 

I  m  gay  and  proud",   the  fioht  has 
begun,  and  as  more  people  join  in  the 
struggle,   not  just  homosexuals,   but 
women,   Blacks,  aJJ_  minorities,   society 
can  no  longer  stop  its  ears  and  con- 
tinue its  willful    ignorance  and  sup- 
pression.    Something  has  got  to 
change,  and  it  must  be  society 

Well,   that's  basically  what  the 
book  savs.     N„w,   whj,  is   it  important?- 
Because  here  Lesbianism  is  not  looked 
at  in  unenlightened  isolation  as  some 
evil  manifestation,   but  in  the  context 
of  society,   nor  does  it  look  at  Les- 
bians as  furtive,   threatening  freaks, 
But  as  human  individuals,   recognizing 
their  weaknesses, problems  and  their 
rights.     For  the  first  time,   here  is 
a  book  that  is  neither  condemnatory 
nor  apologetic  about  its  subject     It 
explains  the  necessity  for,  and  even 
the  inevitability  of,   the  Gay  Liber- 
ation Movement  in  the  context  of 
other  liberation  movements.      It   is  a 
book  written  for  all   people  to  read  - 
for  gays,   to  move  them  to  activism 
and  for  straights,   to  bring  them  to 
a   realization  of  what  these  liber- 
ation movements  mean  for  them       In 
this  aspect,   it   is  a  veritable  text- 
book.    Mo  aspect  of  Lesbianism  is 
neglected  or  overemnhasized-     There 
are  many  keen  insights  that  have 
this  reader  nodding  "Yes:   Yes"     The 
list  of  sources  is  an  impressive 
selection  in  scope  and  quality.     The 
material    ,s  very  perceptively  well- 
written,  and  well -organized 

That  the  book  is  divided  into  two 
sections   is  not  inconseouential ,   for 
Lesbians  and  male  homosexuals  stand 
now  between  the  oppressive  past  and 
the  possibility  of  a  future  of  free- 
dom and  self-determination.      In  this 
way  Lesbian  activists  are  "living  the 

e  vef  an„dfy  *1"'1v1ng  for  them 
selves  and  for  the  more  oppressed 

ut  ,lS  dann9-     ™s  b00l<  tells  it 
s     in  J£S\'S'  and  shou,d  be-  and 
a„H  h        ?cf:  a  ma"if«to  for  Lesbian 
ind  .r;1   "Nation.     Lesbians 
and  male  homosexuals,   in  that  thev 

Ofen°0Ur^!de  °f   S°C,'eti''5   "^"itions 

of  nomalcy  are  m  the  position  to 

lead  humans  back  to  their  humanity, 

Continued  next  page 
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to  help  create  the  changes  in  society 
whereby  no  individual's  life  will   by 
pre-determined  from  cradle  to  grave 
by  their  sexuality:     today  is  history- 
in-the -making. 

In  fine,  Sappho  Was  a  Rioht-On 
Woma n  should  be  required  reading  for 
everyone. 

P.S.     I'm  a  Lesbian  and  I'm 
beautiful ! 

LINDA      K.     KOCH 


Gay    Lib   Sociology 


Out  of  the  Closets,  Laud  Humphreys, 
Prentice  Hall    Inc.,    1972,   176  pages, 
$2.75    . 

Laud  Humphreys'   Out  of  the  Closets 
immediately  impresses  one  as  the  long 
needed  replacement  for  the  oppressive 
college  "deviance"  texts  of  the  50's 
and  60's.  Utilizing  the  combined  in- 
sights arising  out  of  his  sensitivity 
to  gay  oppression  gained  during  the 
research  for  his  previous  work,  Tearoom 
Trade:    Impersonal   Sex  in  Public  Places. 
Humphreys  has  written  a  hook  as  valu- 
able to  gay  activists  as  to  those  wish- 
ing to  increase  their  understanding 
of  the  gay  movement.   It  delineates  the 
multitudinal   facets  of  gay  oppression 
and  then  goes  on  to  examine  the  var- 
ious ways  organizations  have  attempted 
to  accomplish  liberation.   In  the 
course  of  this  discussion  his  analysis 
of  organizational   dynamics  provides 
numerous   suggestions  which  should  be 
especially  invaluable  to  movement  work- 
ers. As  a  gay  activist  "straight"  so- 
ciologist his  perspective  is  unique 
-    "those  with  whom  I  worked  knew   that 
J  was  engaged  in  research  as  well  as 
committed  to  furthering  a  cause."  Fx- 
amples  used  to  substantiate  his  theor- 
etical  points  are  often  drawn  from  per- 
sonal  experiences  while  working  for 
gay  organizations   in  St.    Louis,    Boston, 
an<?  the  Albany,  cchenecta."!y,   Tro»  Tri- 
Cities  Gay  Liberation  Front. 

Interviews  with  Dorr  Legg  and  Har- 
old Call,  co-founders  of  the  first 
Mattachine   in  Los  Angeles   in  1151  and 
One,   Inc.    in  1952  (Legg,  founder)  pro- 
vided most  of  the  information  about 
the  early  organizational    efforts  of 
the  American  movement.  As  well  as  pro- 
viding a  valuable  historical  account 
of  the  evolution  of  the  movement   from 
its  beginnings  right  through  the  Feb. 
1972  conference  of  the  national    Coal- 
ition of  Gay  Organizations  (where  the 
strategy  for  the  1972  presidential 
elections  was  decided),  Humphreys  an- 
alyzes the  relationship  between  the 
older,   conservative  organizations  and 
the  post  Christopher  St.    "radical" 


groups.   NACHO's    (North  American  Con- 
ference of  Homophile  Organizations) 
attempt    "to   impose   too  much  in   the  way 
of  organizational   structure"   induced 
its  own   self  destruction.    "Gayrevs", 
incensed  by  the  undemocratic  and  ultra- 
conservative   structure  of  the  1970 
NACHO  conference,  proceeded  to  invade 
and   'liberate'   the  meeting.  Although 
this  ultimately  brought  an  end  to  the 
first  attempt  to  unify  American  gay 
organizations,  the  event  was  indicat- 
ive of  the  growing  pains  of  the  move- 
ment and  in  retrospect  has  proved  to 
be  more  a  learning  experience  than  a 
destructive  event.   Since  those  days 
of  counterproductive  conservatism  and 
radicalism,  many  new  types  of  organ- 
izations have  arisen.  The  most  succes- 
sful  groups  are  often  referred  to  as 
"one  issue"  organizations:   rather  than 
attempting  to  realize  all   facets  of 
liberation  through  a  single  organiz- 
ation,  newer  groups  concentrate  their 
efforts  upon  the  achievement  of  spec- 
ific goals.  Humphreys  emphasizes  the 
increasing  success  of  the  civil   rights 
struggle  of  the  New  York  Gay  Activists 
Alliance.   Mastering  the  politics  of 
confrontation,   GAA  has   "released  an 
amazing  amount  of  change  potential   in 
New  York's  gay  community."  Equally  im- 
portant projects   include  the  estab- 
lishment of  social   service  "liberation 
houses"   in  such  centres  as  Minniapolis 
and  Los  Angeles,  and  a  proliferating 
gay  press. 

It  is  discouraging  that  an  other- 
wise excellent  work  fails  to  consider 
the  opression  and  liberation  of  lesb- 
ians. Although  Humphreys  asknowledges 
his  bias  and  offers   the  justification 
that    "my  experience  is  that   lesbians 
are  not   particularly  cooperative  with 
male  researchers",    I   find   it  difficult 
to  conceive  of  an  historical   account 
and  analysis  of  gay  liberation  without 
discussing  half  of  the  movement.  Since 
the  composition  of  many  gay  lib  groups 
is  not  exclusively  male  or  female,  his 
bias  necessarily  results  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  discussion  of  the  rela- 
tionships between  gay  men  and  women. 
The  interactions  between  men  and  wom- 
en in  the  same  organization,   between 
separate  gay  male  and  female  groups, 
as  well   as  the  relationship  between 
lesbian  and  feminist  groups  must  be 
part  of  any  realistic  and  complete 
academic  consideration  of  gay  liber- 
ation.  Until   that  work  is  written, 
Out  of  the  Closets,   together  with  Alt- 
man's  Homosexual:   Oppression  and  Lib- 
eration and  Abbot  and  Love's  Sappho 
Was  a   Right-On  Woman,   will    probably 
remain  the  most   important   educational 
tools  of  the  gay  movement. 

J.  MOLDENHAUER 
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Canon's    Query 


What  About  Homosexuality?  -  Clinton 
R.  Jones,  Thomas  Nelson  Inc.,  1972 
86  pages,    $2.50. 

One  approaches  this  book  with  some 
trepidation.   It  is  part  of  the  Youth 
Forum  series,  which  threatens  such 
titles  as  "Youth  Considers  Parents  as 
People"  and  "Youth  Asks,  Does  God  Still 
Speak?"  -  one  can  picture  them  stacked 
untouched  in  the  vestibules  of  con- 
cerned churches  everywhere. 

This  opus  deserves  a  somewhat  fin- 
er fate.  Mr.  Jones,  at  least,  has  met 
many  homosexuals  -  he  admits  to  a  30 
year  ministry,  much  of  it  spent  either 
in  the  military  or  as  a  college  chap- 
lain.  Unfortunately,  this  is  a  pecul- 
iarly male  oriented  ministry,  and  it 
has  obviously  not  prepared  the  author 
to  deal  with  the  growth  of  lesbian 
awareness.    Indeed,  this  is  the  book's 
major  weakness  -  it  is  ostensibly  de- 
voted to  young  people,   but  no  young 
woman  perusing  this  slim  volume  could 
derive  much  comfort  from  the  thicket 
of  masculine  pronouns  and  troubled 
young  men  that  frequent  its  pages.   She 
would  feel   that  homosexuality,  like 
most  of  the  world's  good  things,  was 
the  male's  prerogative. 

What  sort  of  youth  will   read  this 
book?  Bookish  young  men  with  glasses 
I  suspect  -  the  prose  is  too  unasham- 
edly avuncular  to  attract  the  vigorous; 
and  Mr.  Jones'   protestations  to  the 
contrary,   it  is  primarily  addressed 
to  parents  and  youth  counsellors  rat- 
her than  young  people.  This  is  unfort- 
unate for  in  many  ways  it  deserves  a 
wider  audience.   All  of  the  major  topics 

-  sexuality,   "cure",  the  family,  the 
church,   the  law,  the  military  and  the 
homophile  movement  are  treated  fairly 
and  clearly.   However,  the  chapter 
"What  About  Cure?"  is  only  pseudo-fair. 
The  old  theories  are  trotted  out  again 
as  if  they  were  still  worthy  of  intelli- 
gent consideration,  and  though  Mr. 
Jones  is  far  from  sanguine  about  the 
possibility  of  cure,   he  still   recom- 
mends the  process  to  young  men  despe- 
rately eager  for  the  safety  of  hetero- 
sexual ity. 

Mr.  Jones'  clerical  bias  is  also 
evident  in  the  fact  that  the  chapter 
"What  About  the  Church"  consumes  one 
quarter  of  a  book  containing  6  chap- 
ters and  an  epilogue;  while  two  pages 

-  albeit  enthusiastic  ones  -  are  de- 
voted to  the  homophile  movement.    I 
suspect  Mr.  Jones  is  misinformed  as 
to  the  primary  areas  of  adolescent 
concern. 

This  is  an  interim  book.   It  des- 
erves a  place  in  schools  and  churches 
for  it  can  do  no  harm  and  it  will   likely 
do  some  good.   However,   it  will  merit 
obscurity  when  a  work  both  provocative 
and  intellectually  adventurous  arrives 

-  this  time  written  for  -  and  hope- 
fully by  -  young  people. 

G.  HANNON 


i;il      r.nir,     I'iiMlh 
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More   Forster 


The  Life  to  Come  and  Other  Stories, 
E.M.   Forster,    Edward  Arnold,    W/2, 
240  pages,   $9.95. 

A  year  after  E.M.   Forster's  gay 
novel  Maurice  was  posthumously  publish- 
ed, another  slim  volume  of  his  short 
stories  has  appeared.  The  Life  to  Come 
is  a  collection  of  his  short  stories, 
only  two  of  which  have  appeared  in 
print  before  (and  these  in  magazines 
not  generally  available).   Eight  of  the 
fourteen  stories  have  gay  themes,  and 
were  therefore  not  published  partly 
for  the  same  reason  Maurice  did  not 
see  print  until   1971,  although  it  was 
basically  complete  in  1915.   Forster 
simply  believed  that  the  literary 
world  was  not  ready  for  homosexual  mat- 
erial, and  thus  he  withheld  his  gay 
works.  These  stories,  then,  represent 
some  of  his  unpublished  work  between 
1903  and  1957. 

The  first  five  stories  have  non 
gay  themes,   instead  they  are  almost 
philosophical   vignettes  reflecting 
Forster's  interest  in  the  transcend- 
ental and  his  concern  with  the  opaque- 
ness of  the  human  condition.   Like 
psychiatrist  R.D.   Laing's  concept  of 
a  transcending  experience,  Forster's 
character  Harold  in  "Albergo  Empedocle" 
undergoes  a  transcendental   rebirth 
which  leaves  him  forsaken  by  friends 
-  save  one  -  and  confined  to  a  mental 
hospital.  What  is  Harold's  condition? 

"Most  certainly  he  is  not 
unhappy.   His  own  thoughts  are  sweet 
to  him,  and  he  looks  out  the  window 
hour  after  hour  and  sees  things  in  the 
sky  and  sea  that  we  have  forgotten. 
But  of  his  fellow  men  he  seems  utterly 
unconscious.    He  never  speaks  to  us, 
nor  hears  us  when  we  speak.   He  does 
not  know  that  we  exist. 

So  at  least  I  thought  till  my 
last  visit.  I  am  the  only  one  who  still 
goes  to  see  him;  the  others  have  given 
up.  Last  time,  when  I  entered  the  room, 
he  sat  up  and  kissed  me  on  the  cheek. 
I  think  he  knows  that  I  understand  him 
and  love  him:  at  all  events  it  comforts 
me  to   think  so. " 

A  pleasant  reminder  that  two  well- 
written  parargraphs  can  reveal   the  same 
insights  as  many  written  pages  of  psy- 
chology. 

Not  unexpectedly,  the  gay  stories 
are  far  from  being  gay  liberation  an- 
ecdotes. All   his  gays  are  men,  and  not 
all  of  them  are  truly  gay  -  at  least 
one  viewed  his  only  homosexual   encoun- 
ter as,  well  as  only  the  English  could 
say:   indiscreet;  a  sea-going  love  af- 
fair between  an  English  army  captain 
and  a  sepian  culminates  in  a  murder- 
suicide;  and  one  young  man  just  seems 
to  forget  his  lust  for  a  manly  barba- 
rian after  his  vestal  and  dominating 
sister  goes  to  her  reward.  Commensur- 
ate with  the  time  of  writing,  most  of 
the  homosexual   activity  is  clandestine, 
so  perhaps  we  should  drop  the  word 

•'  and  refer  to  these  as  homosexual 
stories. 

Yet  they  are  all  warm  and  full  of 
human  emotion;  a  young  man  dies  as  he 
dreams  of  his  fantasized  lover: 

"They  entwined  more  closely, 
their  lips  touched  never  to  part,   and 
then  something  gashed  him  where  life 
had  concentrated,   and  Dr.    Uoolacott, 
arriving   too  late,  found  him  de 
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Vithohai,  a  converted  chieftain,   him- 
self about  to  expire,   stabs  his 
missionary  proselytizer  with  whom  he 
had  shared  the  intimacy  of  a  jungle 
hut 

"for   love  was  conquered  at 
last  and  he  was  again  King,    he   had 
sent  a  messenger  before  him   to  an- 
nounce his  arrival   in  the  life  to  come, 
as  a  great  chief  should.  " 
Forster  is  not  without  camp  and  a  bit 
of  social   commentary  when  he  relates 
in  "What  Hoes  It  Matter?  A  Morality" 
the  story  of  a  small    independent  coun- 
try,  isolated  from  the  world  community 
after  its  president  makes  public  a 
list  of  his  bed-partners: 

Charlotte  Schpiltz    (housewife) 
Sonia  Rodoconduco    (artiste) 
Mirko  Bolvovitch   (gendarme) 
Nor  is  this  collection  without 
humour.   Forster  relates  the  story  of 
how  the  son  of  the  museum  curator  dis- 
covers the  come-back-to-1 ife  nature 
of  the  classical   annex  and  has  a  go 
at  it  with  the  gladiator,  until   the 
distraught  father  makes  the  sign  of 
the  cross  and  permanently  freezes  them 
together  into  statue.   The  town  of  Big- 
glesmouth  is  pleased  with  its  new, 
mysterious  statuary  acquisition,  now 
called  "The  Wrestling  Lesson". 

"'Very  nice  piece,    very  dec- 
ent' was  Councillor  Bodkin's  opinion. 
'Look    'ow  the  elder  brother's  got  the 
little  chappie  down.   Look    'ow  the  lit- 
tle chappie's  taking   it." 

Forster  was  much  too  prudent  to 
write  graphically  about  his  characters' 
sexual  gymnastics.   He  prefers  to  be 
oblique  and  titillating: 

"The  boy  flung     his  garment 
off  and  mounted.   Heaven  opened  and  he 
rode  like  a  devil,    his  head  down,   hi3 
heels  in  the  air They  had  fused  in- 
to a  single  monster  such  as  trouble 
the  vigils  of  saints.    He  would  have 
withdrawn  but  it  was  too  late.   Clamped 
by  his   lust,    he  was  already  half  Goth, 
he  felt  hearings  of  laughter  which  be- 
came his  own,    they  could  talk  without 
speaking,    they  never  stopped  loving, 
and  presently  they  started  to  fly. " 


To  many  no  doubt,  such  writing   is  as 
erotic  as  any  dollar  and  a  quarter 
pornshop  sex-ovel   with  Forster's  pro- 
tagonist displaying  more  than  pulsat- 
ing penises  and  help-yourself  derrieres. 
Indeed,  the  treatment  of  sex   in  all 
the  stories  is  minimum  and  short  lived, 
but  that's  because  Forster  is  interest- 
ed in  real   persons,  not  fucking-mach- 
ines, around  which  to  develop  a  plot. 

To  evaluate  these  stories,   that 
is,  the  homosexual   ones,   in  light  of 
today's  sexuality  would  be  disingen- 
uous.  Forster  would  have  been  even 
more  of  a  noteworthy  figure  for  gay 
people  to  admire  had  he  been  open  a- 
bout  his  homosexuality,   and  had  he  the 
courage  to  publish  Maurice  and  these 
stories  during  his  lifetime   (assuming 
of  course  that  he  could  have  found  a 
publisher).   But  he  did  not.  The  trag- 
edy, of  course,   is  both  personal  and 
social .   Personal    in  that  Forster 
could  not  publicly  write  about  that 
which  was  part  of  his  experience,  and 
social    in  that  it  possibly  delayed  the 
earlier  emergence  of  a  homosexual    lit- 
erature written  by  first  rate  authors. 
But  now  we  have  them,. better  late  than 
never.   They  can  still    be  enjoyed  for 
their  literary  worth  (especially  For- 
ster's economy  of  expression),   but 
they  also  can  be  a  reminder  of  the  po- 
tentiality of  a  serious  gay  literature. 
(Aqain,  lire  Maurice,  this  volume  is 
frightfully  expensive  considering  its 
length.    It  also  contains  an  introduct- 
ory essay  which,   save  for  the  Forster 
specialist,   tells  you  much  more  than 
you  want  to  know;   its  unremorseful ly 
skipped.) 
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Uneven     Collection 


The  Homosexual   Dialectic,  Joseph  A. 
McCaffrey  (ed.),   Prentice  Hall,   1972, 
218  pages,   $3.50. 

In  his  introduction  to  The  Homo- 


sexual  Dialectic,  McCaffrey  informs 
us  that  each  of  the  book's  fifteen 
essays  is  an  essential   part  of  the  on- 
going and  interrelated  debate  about 
homosexuality.   But  as  an  attempt  to 
present  a  coherent  view  of  this  dial- 
ectic, McCaffrey's  anthology  must  be 
considered  a  failure:  The  Homosexual 
Dialectic   is  more  an  amorphous  blob 
than  a  systematic  overview  of  straight 
and  gay  perspective's  on  the  gay  scene. 
Despite  his  claims  to  the  contrary, 
few  of  the  book's  articles  bear  any 
relationship  to  the  others  presented, 
and  this  tends  to  make  the  book  frag- 
mented and  somewhat  confusing. 

The  book's  greatest  flaw,,  however, 
lies  in  the  inconsistent  quality  of 
the  articles  used.   The  valuative  dif- 
ference between  the  Laud  Humphrey's 
analysis  of  the  homosexual's  new  vir- 
ility and  Szasz's  brilliant  consider- 
ation of  the  psychiatric  seculariz- 
ation of  sin  is  as  great  as  it  is  un- 
desirable.   If  nothing  else,  this  un- 
evenness  detracts  from  the  anthology's 
readability. 

Complementing  this  problem  is  the 
lack  of  balance  existing  between  the 
'scientific'   and  the  general  analyses 
which  McCaffrey  has  chosen  to  include. 
Not  only  does  this  detract  from  the 
consistent  tenor  desirable  in  any  sort 

page 


II IL    BODY   POLITIC 


of  anthology,  but  it  also  tends  to 
damaqe  its  thematic  unity.  Qualitative 
studies  exhibiting  the  basic  assumptions 
of  various  authors  would  have  been 
preferable  to  the  academic,    'scient- 
ific' argot  which  tends,   in  some  art- 
icles, to  obscure  the  arguments  pre- 
sented by  many  of  the  authors  repres- 
ented.  For  example,  Hedblom's  central 
statement  about  Lesbianism  is  obscurely 
hidden  at  the  end  of  a  statistically 
oriented  article  and  is,  therefore, 
lost  entirely  from  view.  Given  his  arg- 
ument that   "the  heterosexual   is  a  more 
fulfilling  existence   than   the  homosex- 
ual  life  style",    one  wishes   that  McCaf- 
frey had  chosen  a  work  which  made  this 
point  more  directly  and  therefore  in 
a  manner  more  open  to  challenge. 

Nevertheless,   some  articles  of 
great  value  are  to  be  found  in  the 
book  and  therefore  give  it  some  worth. 
As  I  have  already  pointed  out,  Szasz's 
comparative  study  of  the  medieval   con- 
cept of  sin  and  the  psychiatric  con- 
ception of  mental   illness  is  excellent, 
particularly  with  respect  to  his  attack 
upon  psychiatrists  as  economically  self 
interested  moralists. 

Of  equal   note  is  Suzannah  Lessard's 
"Gay  is  Good  for  us  All",  an  article 
of  sufficient  merit  to  appear  in  any 
anthology.  Although  unable  to  explain 
the  origins  of  repression,  she  argues 
the  need  for  common  bonds  among  all 
oppressed  groups:  women,  gays  and  blacks 
all   suffer  alike  at  the  hands  of  the 
"white,   male,    heterosexual  King." 

And  finally,  Paul   Goodman's  anal- 
ysis  Of    "queer  as   nigger"  as   well' as 

Huey  Newton's  open  letter  concerning 
the  need  for  black  acceptance  of  women's 
and  gay  liberation,   are  essential    read- 
ing. The  fact  that  neither  essay  is 
readily  available  elsewhere  makes  Mc- 
Caffrey's  book  worth  the  asking  price. 

BOB  WALLACE 


Happy    Homosexuals 

I  Have  More  Fun  with  You  Than  Anybody. 
Lige  Clarke  and  Jack  Nichols,  St.  Mar- 
tin's Press,   1972,   152  pages,    $6.95. 

Because  the  aims  of  this  book  are 
very  narrow,    it  would   be  extremely 
easy  to  condemn  it  as  inconsequential. 
The  authors  have  made  no  attempt  to 
write  another  academic   treatise  on 
Gay  Liberation.     Indeed  their  only 
purpose   in  writing   the   book   seems 
to  be  to  bring  a  little  humour  to 
the  revolution.      The  book   is  brief, 
and  written   in  an  unassuming   style' 
winch  makes  it  a  pleasant  eveninq's 
reading. 

Probably  the  only  valid  criticism 
is  that  because  of  the  diary-like 
form  of  the  book,  some  sections  of  it 
impress  one  as  mere  collections  of 
personal   memorabilia.     They  are  rem- 
iniscent of  Grandma's  utterances  as 
she  leafed  through  her  photo  album: 
probably  deathly   boring   for  the  fam- 
ily, and  at  best,   only   sliqhtly   better 
for  the  stranger  who   has  not   heard 
such  ramblings  before. 

Still,  the  book  is  not  total  1" 
devoid  of  social   comment;     Clarke' 
and  Nichols  throw  well-aimed  rab- 
bit punches  at  all  of  the  old  favo- 
rites  (government,  military,   family       ) 
plus  a  few  at  the  sexual   revolution" 
in  general,   and  Gay  Liberation   in 
particular.     They  make   it  obvious 
throughout  that  they  are  very  much 


into  the  entirety  of  the   'revolution' 
and  the  fact  that  many  gay  libbers 
tend  to  forget  their  part  in  a  larger 
whole  is  forcefully,  though  tactfully 
pointed  out. 

I  would  like  to  think  that  the 
revolution  has  reached  the  point 
where  we  can  sit  back  with  our  rem- 
iniscences of  the  battle  fouqht,  and 
exchange  pleasantries  on  the  topic 
of  our  achievements,  but  everything 
I   see  around  me  leads  me  to  doubt. 
Clarke  and  Nichols  may  have  a  dif- 
ferent view,  a  more  optimistic  one, 
but  I  am  afraid  that  they  have  failed 
to  convince  me  of  the  wisdom,  or, 
indeed,  the  possibility  of  such 
optimism  at  this  time. 

M.  WALKER 


Gay     Commune 


Great  Gay   in  the  Morning!    - 
One  Group's  Approach  to  Communal 
Living  and  Sexual    Politics. 
The  25  to  6  Baking  and  Trucking 
Society;     Times  Change  Press, 1972 
95  pages,   illustrated;   SI. 75 

The  25  to  6  Raking  and  Truckinq 
Society  consists  of  9  gay  people  - 
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two  lesbians  and  seven  gay  men  - 
who  have  lived  communally  for  about 
three  years.  Early  in  their  relation- 
ship, some  soul  given  to  metaphysical 
speculation  had  declared  that  "time 
was  oppressive!"  and  stopped  the 
clocks  at  25  to  6  -  an  incident 
charged  with  significance  it  seems 
for  it  was  adopted  as  the  communal 
title. 

"Writing  a  book  to   tell  people 
who  we  are,   what  we  've  done  and  not 
done,   and  how  we  are  trying   to  get 
it  together".     So  the  work  begins, 
and  that  is  the  promise  it  fulfills, 
but  unfortunately  it  aims  no  higher 
than  that.  Written  in  the  "we  did 
this,  and  then  we  did  that  and  later 
we  did  something  else"  school  of 
prose,  it  has  a  final  effect  so  dead- 
ening as  to  make  one  fear  there  may 
be  stylistically  corrosive  side 
effects  to  communal  living.  Thank- 
fully, the  narrative  is  lightened  by 
the  inclusion  of  some  indifferent 
poetry,  a  handful  of  charming  photo- 
graphs and  a  few  songs  and  drawings. 
The  book  is  a  communal  production, 
and  I  assume  each  person  contributed 
to  the  extent  of  his/her  ability  and 
taste. 

Continued  next  page 
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What  disappoints  most  about  the 
book  is  its  lack  of  depth.     For  ex- 
ample,  in  discussing  why  it  seemed 
impossible  for  straight  men  to  in- 
tegrate themselves  successfully  into 
the  commune,  we  discover  that  the 
straight  men  were  loud,  listened  to 
acid  rock  at  full   volume  day  and 
night,  avoided  dishes  and  cleaning 
generally  and  called  the  women  chicks 
while  the  gay  men  were  quiet,  book- 
ish, did  the  dishes  to  the  melodies 
of  Mozart,  and  struggled  with  their 
sexism.  One  cannot  help  but  feel   that 
the  picture  is  a  biased,   simplistic 
one.  Throughout  this  work,  one  senses 
a  reluctance  to  go  beyond  the  obvious, 
to  do  much  other  than  list  the  symp- 
toms rather  than  probe  the  forces  at 
work  amonq  nine  people. 

The  book  does  one  thing  well.   It 
conveys  the  joy    of  a  handful   of 
people  who  have  developed  a  "family 
of  choice;"  who  have  discovered  a 
source  of  energy  in  the  variety  of 
communal  experience  and  who  have 
crossed  the  Rubicon  into  the  con- 
tentious domain  of  experience  in 
reality,   from  the  safer  outlying 
provinces  of  Utopian  theorizing. 

A  sympathetic  mind  is  persuaded 
by  the  25  to  6  Baking  and  Trucking 
Society.  One  simply  feels  that  one 
would  hate  to  have  to  live  communally 
with  them. 

G.HANNON 


Dragging     the    Surface 


Mother  Camp:   Female  Impersonators  in 
America,   Esther  Newton,   Prentice-Hall , 
1972,    136  pages,   $6.95 


An  image  that  kept  re-appearing 
before  me  wh*ile  reading  Mother  Camp 
was  that  of  dear  Ms.   Newton,  earnest 
ex-coed  and  Ph.D.   student  in  anthro- 
pology scribbling  notes  for  her  doc- 
toral thesis  in  the  backstage  dressing 
room  of  a  drag  show  amid  a  welter  of 
Kleenexes,  make-up  jars,  rhinestones 
and  feather  boas. 

And  through  it  all,  Ms.  Newton'  re- 
mains sincere  and  sympathetic,  asking 
probing  questions  ,  fetching  coffee 
and  meeting  the  club  regulars.  As  the 
jacket  blurb  states:    "Dr.   Newton  soon 
became  accepted  by  the  performers  she 
met,   and  began  to  help  out-  backstage 
at  several  shows.   She  lived  in  the 
same  cheap  hotels  they  lived  in,   and 
regularly  joined  them  in  various  so- 
aval  activities.   However  there  was  a 
lymxt  to  her  participation.   When  some 
impersonator  half-jokingly  suggested 
she  fill  in  for  an  absent  stripper  in 
one  show,   she  says    'I  drew  the  line'." 
Isn't  that  cute? 

However,  one  must  not  be  too  hard 
on  Ms.  Newton  as  the  preface  to  her 
book  shows  that  since  the  time  of  her 
research  she  has  become  involved  in 
the  women's  movement  and  has  gained 
an  understanding  of  sexual    politics 
and  the  repressive  nature  of  gender 
roles  both  for  women  and  homosexuals 
Her  preface  also  states  that  her  views 
towards  academia  and  her  own  discip- 
line have  radically  changed  in  the 
past  few  years.  She  now  questions  the 
validity  of  studying  societal    subcul- 
tures as   traditional    deviant  groups 

i?«       fCt  t£en'   the  Preface  IS  ^  ap- 
ology for  the  book. 

F^  ?JdMindf,ed  an  aP°l09y  is  necessary. 
For  if  Ms.  Newton  has  achieved  the 


measure  of  consciousness  she  betrays 
in  her  preface  then  I  should  think  it 
would  have  been  impossible  for  her  to 
publish  the  book  as  it  stands.  The 
old  university  instinct  to  publish  or 
perish  seems  to  have  taken  precedence 
over  her  new  feminist  enlightenment. 

This  book  is  not  only  passe,  as 
it  pre-dates  the  60's  counter  culture 
and  the  rise  of  gay  consciousness,  it 
moreover  is  cast  solidly  within  the 
traditional  academic  mould. 

To  begin  with,   her  research  was 
undertaken  in  1967  and  her  dissertat- 
ion finished  in  the  spring  of  1968. 
The  gay  subculture  she  describes  seems 
almost  from  another  world,  and  bears 
more  relevance  to  1958  than  to  1972. 
References  to  events  such  as  the  Stone- 
wall, Gay  Lib  groups  and  so  on  are 
footnotes  to  her  original  doctoral 
thesis.    It's  rather  like  writing  about 
black  urban  ghettos  and  then  pencil- 
ling Watts,  Newark  and  Detroit. 

The  chapter  in  which  she  describes 
the  entire  homosexual   subculture,  en- 
titled  'The  Queens'   is  absurdly  dated. 
She  divides  homosexuals  into  upper, 
middle  and  lower  class  groups.  The   'up- 
pers'  are  composed  of  those  successful 
in  the  arts  and  related  fields,  who 
are  constantly  in  touch  with  wealthy 
and  sophisticated  segments  of  the 
straight  world.   According  to  Ms.   New- 
ton,  the   'uppers'   set  the  style  for 
the  gayworld  with  the  middle  and  lower 
status   'hairburners'   and    'street  fair- 
ies'  attempting  to  ape  and  simulate 
their  elegance. 

I  would  not  attempt  to  totally  de- 
ny the  validity  of  this  theory  as  the 
Sunday  brunch  set  is  still   very  much 
with  us.   Nevertheless   I  do  feel   that 
the  neatness  of  her  system  has  been 
rather  thrown  out  of  kilter  by  the 
counter  culture  upsurge  of  the  sixties 
which  caused   'uppers'   to  imitate  the 
style  of  the   'lowers',    'lowers'   to 
follow  'middles'   and  so  on. 

In  a  book  that  purports  to  be  a 
sympathetic  and  understanding  portrait 
of  gay  people,  it  is  extremely  alien- 
ating to  be  confronted  with  such  terms 
as   'primary  and  secondary  deviance', 
'the  deviant  career',    'normalcy'   and 
'abnormality'.    I  am  aware  that  these 
are  sociological   terms  and  therefore 


tools  of  Ms.   Newton's  discipline. 
Nevertheless,   it  is  difficult  to  make 
the  distinction  between  these  words 
as  scientific  terms  and  the  pejorative 
connotations  they  carry  in  popular 
usage. 

This  academic  instinct,   the  in- 
stinct to  classify  and  order,   has  more- 
over prevented  her  from  probing  deeply 
into  her  subject.   She  spends  a  great 
deal   of  time  making  charts  and  graphs 
and  systems  about  rather  superficial 
aspects  of  the  drag  culture.   One  of 
her  major  interests  is  the  difference 
between  a  drag  show  in  a  straight  club 
and  a  gay  club  --  hardly  a  basis  for 
any  deep  conclusions.   Her  other  inter- 
ests are  the  differences  between  glam- 
our drag  and  comedy  drag  and  the  dif- 
ferences in  certain  types  of  acts.    I 
suspect  Ms.   Newton  must  have  spent  too 
much  time  in  those   'cheap  hotels'   to 
only  have  dealt  with  such  surface  phen- 
omena. 

Being  a  trained  researcher,  Or. 
Newton  naturally  defines  and  explains 
all   jargon  and  colloquialisms  she  em- 
ploys.  Thus  at  times  the  reader  finds 
himself  struggling  through  a  dense 
thicket  of  parentheses     as  such  terms 
as    'dinge  queen',    'T-room',    'auntie', 
'nellie',    'butch',    'hung',  etc.   are 
properly  defined.   The  effect  can  often 
be  quite  hilarious  as  in  the  chapter 
where  entire  transcripts  from  drag 
shows  are  recorded.   The  author  almost 
trips  over  herself  keeping  up  with  the 
double  entendres. 

And  it  is  basically  this  kind  of 
problem,  the  author's  anthropologist 
stance  that  dogs  her  throughout  the 
book.   Even  a  straight  journalistic  ap- 
proach would  have  allowed  her  more 
freedom  and  a  greater  potential   for 
interesting  conclusions.   Questions  such 
as  drag  and  the  oppression  of  women, 
and  the  connotations  of  sexual   role 
playing  are  never  fully  discussed. 

In  effect  then,  Mother  Camp  is  a 
dull,  pretentious  book  about  a  very 
lively  and  interesting  subject.   Read- 
ing it  has  made  me  think  of  a  backlog 
of  old  university  essays  I  must  have 
somewhere.    I  wonder  if  Prentice-Mall... 

HUGH  BREWSTER  A 
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Is  psychiatry  lust  a  science?  After  the 
second  world  war,  when  psychiatry  emerged  as 
a  social  force,  that  question  has  been  affir- 
matively answered  by  psychiatrists  and  the 
qeneral  public  alike.  Regginq  the  broader 
question  of  whether  science  itself  is  solely 
scientific,  the  psychiatric  professions  have 
proffered  their  "scientific  theories"  regard- 
ing human  development  and  behaviour.  One  the- 
ory, although  couched  in  a  variety  of  forms, 
is  that  homosexuals  are   sick  people.  While 
this  is  as  preposterous  as  it  is  immoral,  to 
successfully  comhat  both  this  lie  and  its 
promoters  requires  more  than  merely  asserting 
its  negation;  it  demands  erodinn  the  power 
which  the  psychiatric  professions,  and  indiv- 
idual psychiatrists,  have  amassed  in  the  last 
quarter  century. 

How  did  the  "mind  police"  come  to  exert 
such  power  and  influence  when  not  so  lonq  ago 
Freud,  himself,  was  considered  a  deranged  sex- 
obsessed  pervert,  whose  theories  were  contrary 
to  the  basic  moral  values  that  cemented  society? 
Perhaps  fascination,  coupled  with  some  forgot- 
ten truisms  about  and  real  insights  into  the 
human  condition  -  which  the  Viennese  doctor's 
psychoanalysis  represented,  accounts  partial- 
ly for  the  transformation.  But  more  important- 
ly, I  think,  is  that  psychiatry  is  as  much  id- 
eology as  it  is  theory.  Freud  was  a  critic  of 
his  society,  indeed  of  the  western  world.  Few 
psychiatrists  have  followed  that  tradition  in 
Freud  (although  Franz  Fanon  went  beyond  the 
critical  stage  to  one  of  revolutionary  action, 
as  has  David  Cooper,  and  to  a  lesser  degree 
Thomas  Szasz  and  R.O.  Laing  --  all  of  whom  are 
psychiatrists).  Most  psychiatrists  today  how- 
ever are  protectors  of  the  status  quo,  or,  to 
be  a  little  less  harsh,  armchair  Liberal  crit- 
ics who  easily  combine  their  criticism  with 
social  prestige  and  status. 

The  difference  between  a  theory  and  an  id- 
eology is  that  the  former  admits  uncertainty 
and  disregards  prevailing  political  and  social 
norms  as  criteria  of  evidence,  while  the  lat- 
ter, always  labelled  as  a  theory,  seeks  to 
maintain  the  existing  political,  social,  econ- 
omic, and  cultural  order  because  that  order 
confers  benefits  upon  the  ideologues.  An  id- 
eology then  is  an  intellectually  circular  ar- 
gument that  offers  no  real  independent  eviden- 
tial criteria  since  it  only  purports  to  be 
seeking  truth.  Its  function  is  that  of  intell- 
ectually justifying  the  status  quo. 

Psychiatrists  have  said  that  their  profes- 
sion is  one  of  neutrality;  that  is,  it  is  not 
ideological.  Their  only  interest  is  for  the 
"mental  health"  of  their  patients.  Nonsense! 
The  psychiatric  professions,  and  individual 
psychiatrists,  are  no  more  neutral  in  regard  to 
social  contestations  than  is  the  American  Rifle 
Association  neutral  as  to  gun  control.  The 
psychiatrists'  unwillingness  or  inability  to 
describe  significant  differences  of  exper- 
ience and  behaviour  in  terms  other  than  patho- 
logical, is  evidence  enough  for  me  for  consign- 
ing their  claim  of  neutrality  to  the  dung  heap. 
To  extricate  oneself  from  the  jargon  that  so 
often  passes  for  psychiatric  expertise  is  to  • 
uncover  prejudices  which  stem  from  an  inabil- 
ity to  accept  diversity.  Now  this  is  political, 
because  difference  is  inextricably  intertwined 
with  freedom  --  that  cardinal  value,  of  suppos- 
ed democratic  societies.  Yet,  repeatedfy  we 
learn  of  people  being  labelled  "schizophrenic" 
and  incarcerated  in  mental  "hospitals"  (prisons), 
not  due  to  any  harm  they  have  committed,  but 
for  their  own  good.  Who  makes  the  decision  as 
to  their  admittance  and  release:  in  large  part, 
the  psychiatrists.  This  is  but  the  most  dram- 
atic way  in  which  psychiatrists  directly  exer- 
cise political  power;  their  influence  is  yet 
greater. 

THE  ROESTAD  CASE 

Recently,  Canada's  national  daily,  The 
Globe  and  Hail,   carried  an  article  regafdTng 
the  tragic  case  of  Karl  John  Roestad,  a  homo- 
sexual  pedophile  sentenced  to  preventive  de- 
tention  (which  can  mean  forever)  as  a  danger- 
ous sexual  offender.   The  question  of  Roestad's 
relationship  with  over  two  hundred  boys  was 
not  whether  he  caused  them  injury  or  pain  - 
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two  of  the  three  conditions  evidencing  guilt 
as  stipulated  in  the  Criminal   Code.   However, 
the  code  provides  for  a  third  condition  of 
guilt:   "other  evil    to  any  person."  What  was 
this   "other  evil"  that  Roestad  had  committed? 
As  it  turned  out,  the  judge  determined  that 
in  giving  the  boys  gifts,   Roestad  had  in  ef- 
fect placed  them  in  the  category  of  prosti- 
tutes.    As  the  judge's  verdict  is  incredible, 
so  is  the  fact  that  during  the  trial    the  crown 
attorney  presented  psychiatrists  who  testified 
that  Roestad's   "other  evil"  consisted  in  the 
chance  that  one  or  two  of  the  boys  might  be- 
come a  homosexual.  Moreover,   they  made  their 
prediction  on  the  basis  of  statistical    proba- 
bility, with  the  boys'   homosexuality  appearing 
as  late  as  middle-age.    I  contend  that  this   is 
not  a  scientific  claim  (   look  simply  at  their 
criteria  for  evidence:   twenty  or  thirty  years 
hence),  but  is  an  ideological   pronouncement 
indicating  the  assimilation  of  societies' 
homophobia  within  the  psychiatrists'   value 
systems.    In  this  instance  the  judge     did  not 
credit  the  psychiatrists'   opinions  since  they 
were  contested  by  another  psychiatrist  who 
testified  that  sexual   relations  between  men 
and  boys  does  not  cause  homosexuality.   The 
source  of  alarm  for  me,  however,   is  the  abil- 
ity of  psychiatrists   -  simply  owing   to   their 
social   position,   to  exercise  influence  in  areas 
which  are  essentially  moral   or  philosophic   -- 
areas  in  which  they  have  no  more  competence 
than  any  other.   And   this   is   not  my  point  alone: 
'Assigning  personal   responsibility  <iepe>-Js  nope 
upon  philosophical  or  moral  ra 
tifio  considerations,"  says  Seymour  Hal  leek, 
Chief  Psychiatric  Consultant  for  the  Wisconsin 
Division  of  Correction. 

The  Roestad  case  re-exemplifies  two    I 
tant  points  that  all  gay  people  should  recall: 
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The  implications  of  psychiatrist  Halleck 
elusion  should  not  be  lost  to  gay  people: 
it  is  time   to   lay   the  myth  of  psychiatric  neut- 
valiU^o  rest."    And  may  I  add:     Requiem  Eternal 

'In  the  book  from  which  the  above  quotations 
were  taken,  th.  Pnlitics  of  Therapy,  Halleck 
portrays   ps^ycWtrT^T  system  Versed   in  the 
maintenance  of  the  status-quo.   Psychiatrists 
are  not  scientists  on  the  order  of  the  phys- 
icist, chemist,  biologist  or  even  medical   prac- 
titioner, but  are  more  like  social   shamans,  de- 
ceiving themselves  as  to  the  real   social   role 
they  are  providing.   His  book,  like  others,   is 
an  effort  in  consciousness-raising,  for  he 

tells  them:  .  . 

"There  is  no  way  in  which  the  psychi- 
atrist can  deal  with  behaviour  that  is  partly 
generated  by  a  social  system  without  either 
strengthening  or  altering  that  system.   Every 
encounter  with  a  psychiatrist,    therefore,    has 
political  implications.   There  is  a  strange  and 
unfortunate  tendency  among  psychiatrists   to 
believe  that  professional  activities  designed 
to  change  the  status-quo  are  political  and  act- 
ivities tending  to  strengthen  the  status-quo 
are  medical  or  neutral" 


THERE   IS  NO  CONVINCING  EVIDENCE  THAT 
THE   HOMOSEXUAL  DIFFERS   IN  ANY   PRO- 
FOUND BOILOGICAL  OR  PSYCHOLOGICAL 
JE^R^^H^ETEROSEXUAL^^^ 


He  recognizes  that  the  battle  between  the  new 
and  old  psychiatry  is  not  of  a  scientific  nat- 
ure, but  is  profoundly  political    involving  the 
distribution  of  power:    power  to   the   people  or 
to  the  supposed   'experts'.   The   'experts'    have 
made  moral   and   social    judgements,   but   have  of- 
fered them  as  scientific  truths.  Thus  when  Tor- 
onto-based psychiatrist,  Daniel   Cappon,  tells 
a  panel  of  homosexuals  and  a  TV  audience  that 
homosexuality  is  a  disease,  comparable  to  tub- 
erculosis, he  is  camouflaging  his  personal 
biases  as  scientific  facts  by  using  his  title 
of  psychiatrist,  rather  than  offering  evidence 
which  could  be  reduplicated.   He  is  not  using 
science,   he's  hiding  behind  it.   Halleck  has 
said  what  all   of  us  know  too  well: 

"Psychiatrists  insist   that  homosexu- 
ality slwuld  be  treated  as  an  illness,   yet 
there  is  no  convincing  evidence  that   the  homo- 
sexual  differs   in  any  profound  biological  or 
psychological  manner  from  the  heterosexual." 

A  NEW  BOOK  CONSIDERED 

Clearly,  a  new  view  of  sexuality  is  in  or- 
der. One  has  been  provided  by  Paul   Rosenfels 
in  Homosexuality:    The  Psychology  of  the  Creative 
Process ,   and    I   had   hoped  that  either  an  elabo- 
ration of  Rosenfel's   theme  or  another  alter- 
native view  to  the  psychiatric  account  of  sex- 
uality would  be  contained  in  Arno  Karlen's 
Sexuality  and  Homosexuality:   A  New  View.   But, 
as  he  sees  anyone  who  speaks  too  favourably  of 
homosexuality  as  being  an  apologist,   so  too 
must  we  see  him  as  an  apologist  for  the  psychi- 
atric/psychoanalytic view  of  homosexuality, 
minus  their  sickness  label    (although  similar 
features  of  the  sickness  account  lie  implicit 
within  his  formulation).  The  basic  message  of 
this  mammoth  tome   (646  pages)    seems  to  be  con- 
formity. 

Underlying  his  feigned  independent  approach 
are  the  same  assumptions  and  procedural   biases 
of  the  psychiatrists.  This  is  revealed  both  in 
the  value  statements  that  he  attempts  to  pre- 
sent as  facts,  and,  even  more  saliently  in  his 
preface: 
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In  so  doing,  he  thereby  sought  to  check  his 
bias.  1  believe  he  achieves  exactly  the  op- 
posite, and  perhaps  necessarily  so  given  the 
ideological  nature  of  psychiatry. 

I^j^AsToiESsTGETfTHI^iwWTT^ 
Tj)M^E|MWOJJE^ONR)RMIT^^J 

He  exposes  this  bias  by  constantly  attempt- 
ing to  disguise  psychoanalytic  interpretations 
of  sexual   behaviour  as  empirically  derived 
facts.    In  discussing  a  peculiar  case  in  which 
a  man  reached  orgasm  through  heterosexual    in- 
tercourse,  but  in  simultaneous  conjunction 
with  homosexual   foreplay,   Karlen  concludes: 

"This  makes_  less  mysterious  the. psy- 
chiatric truism' that  often  a  homosexual  act  is 
a  man's  desperate  attempt  to  establish  his  own 
masculinity.   Many  of  the  psychological  factors 
that  operated  in  X's  homosexual  ventures   lie 
behind  those  of  the  exclusive  homosexual. . ." 
Or  again,  in  distinguishing  homosexual  camp 
from  transvestim  he  decrees  that  camp  "...has 
an  air  of  malice  and  defiant  parody,    showing 
how  silly  women  are,    how  unadmirable."  These 
two  examples  represent  an  interpretation  of  be- 
haviour -  in  Karlen's  case  a  psychoanalytic  in- 
terpretation; but  the  interpretation  is  not  a 
fact,  only  the  phenomenon  of  the  behaviour  it- 
self is  factual,  the  remainder  is  conjecture. 

Example  after  example  could  be  cited  to 
illustrate  Karlen's  bias;  a  bias,  curiously 
enough,  which  negates  his  own  perscription  to 
the  effect  that   "human  behaviour  follows   laws 
to  a   large  extent, but  it  is  also  creative,   al- 
ways a    little   new  and  different,    its  solution 
to  life  as  many  as  men.  "  To  the  extent  that  hu- 
man behaviour  does  not  follow  laws  is  the  very 
bone  of  contention.   Karlen  himself  cites  one 
ethologist  who  cautions  that  attributing  law 
like  behaviour  to  mammals  becomes  increasingly 
difficult  as  one  ascends  the  evolutionary  scale, 
since  the  importance  of  individuality  becomes 
paramount,   reaching  its  maximization  in  humans. 
Thus,   in  the  specific  case  of  X,   Karlen's  in- 
terpretation may  be  correct,   but  to  attempt  to 
generalize  this  as  a   'truism',  and  even  further, 
to  project  this  individualistic  phenomenon  to 
a  group  of  people  -  homosexuals  -  is  simply  to 
reveal   a  methodological   error  that,  as  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  originates  in  an  ideological 
posture. 


I  THE   EXTENT  THAT  HUMAN  BEHAVIOUR  DOESI 
NOT  FOLLOW  LAWS   IS  THE  VERY   BONE  OF 
CONTENTION. 


The  topics  of  Karlen's   'new  view'   of  sexu- 
ality are  wide  ranging.   The  book  is  divided 
into  three  parts  with  the  first  section  dealing 
with  historical   aspects  of  sexuality  and  homo- 
sexuality. While  it  is  historically  replete 
with  interesting  vignettes  of  speculation  (from 
the  biblical   patriarchs  up  through  the  Victor- 
ians),  the  conclusions  which  he  draws  are  based 
on  a  double  selectivity  of  evidence.   First,   he 
uses  selected  passages  and  poems  from  ancient 
authors  to  show  homosexuality  was  not  widely 
tolerated,  but  secondly  he  selects  only  certain 
types  of  indices  for  investigation   (mainly  lit- 
erary)  rather  than  undertaking  the  more  comp- 
rehensive social   analysis  which  is  required. 

Part  two  discusses  the  merits  of  early 
scientific  works  on  homosexuality.   Not  surpris- 
ingly, he  finds  them  completely  outdated  and 
of  little  importance  save  for  historical   cur- 
iosity.   Therefore,    he   rejects  the   thinking  of 
men  such  as  Magnus  Hirschfield  and  Havelock  El- 
lis for  being  both  outdated  and  apologetic.    I'm 
not  bothered  by  his  insistence  that  these  early 


continued  next  page 


R 


uiem 


psychologists  are  now  outdated  [after  all,  so 

Is  Newton),  but  his  ad  homtnem  arguments  that 
they  were  too  often  homosexual  apologists  is 

intolerable.     It  Is  one  of  the  problems  of  psy- 
choanalytic theory  that  ad  hominem  arguments  are 
often  regarded  as  verification,   rather  than  a 
philosophical   failure  to  deal  with  the  merits 
of  an  argument  or  theory.     I  recall  attending  a 
class  headed  by  a  psychoanalytically  trained 
professor,  who  in  evaluating  a  criticism  which 
Carl  Jung  had  made  of  Freud,   remarked  that  Jung's    '^^A^fM' 
criticism    proved  he  was  a  manic  depressive  and        S® 
thus  could  not  be  taken  seriously.  This  intel-  ^^S^' 

lectual  ping-pong  is  also  evident  in  Karlen's 
dismissal  of  'pro-homosexual'  writers  as  apol- 
ogists inasmuch  as  he  cites  their  'pro-homosex- 
ual' writing  as  proof  of  their  apology.  Cert- 
ainly, not  a  logically  sound  syllogism.  This 
becomes  particularly  odious  when  he  refers  to 
the  most  logically  absurd  writer  on  homosex- 
uality,  Edmund  Bergler,  as    "...the  great  Berg- 

.  It  would  be  tempting  to  follow  Karlen's 

lead  and  speak  of  "heterosexual   apologists," 
but  it  is  more  telling  to  note  his  own  psycho- 
analytic apologetic  bias. 

The  most  important  section  of  the  book  is 
the  third.   The  basic  structure  of  his  argument 
is  that  if  homosexuality  is  not  biologically 
caused,  then  it  must  be  learned,   such  that  ho- 
mosexuality comes  to  represent  more  than  a  de- 
viation from  the  statistical   norm,   but  is  a 
failure  to  learn  the  proper  sexual   roles  appro- 
priate to  one's  sex-gender.   This  is  important 
because  he  attempts  to  prove  that  sexual   roles 
are  more  than  socially-imposed  dictums,    but 
are  part  of  the  phylogenic  mechanisms  which 
guarantees  the  survival   and  maintenance  of  the 
species.    In  short,  the  roles  assigned  to  men 
and  women  are  biologically  appropriate,  and 
thus  homosexuality  represents  a  problem  of  ad- 
justment that  makes  it  a  psychological  and 
sociological  dysfunctional  deviation.  The  ho- 
mosexual  has  mis-learned  his/her  proper  role, 
and  this  leads  to  unhappiness  which  is  hoth 
personally  and  socially  derived.   Even  if  social 
opprobrium  is  eliminated,  so  the  theory  goes, 
the  homosexual  will   still   be  poorly  adjusted 
--  not  to  society,  but  to  him/her  self.   Con- 
sequently,  Karlen  is  comfortable  in  maintaining 
the  two  following  propositions:    "I  do  not 


jargon  of  which  Mr.   Karlen   is  not  unaccustomed, 
this  argument  would  be  identified  as  a  tautology:, 
trying  to  prove  a  point  simply  by  definition. 
I  might  also  note  that  the  evidence  he  cites 
for  the  absence  of  homosexual itv  in  sub-human 
species   is  minimal,  and  again  selective. 

Karlen's  entire  discussion  of  genetics  and 
sexuality  is  confusing.     At  one  point  he 
remarks  that  at  least  twenty  years  of  genetic 
research  is  necessary  before  the  complexities 
of  genetics  can  begin  to  be  unravelled..     Yet, 
when  the  opportunity  for  inductive  reasoning 
presents  itself,   that  does  not  disuade  him  from 
heralding  as  "proof"  research  which  tends  to 
support  his  thesis.      In  discussing  hermaphro- 
ditism for  example,   he  makes  the  claim  that 
if  nongenetic  hermaphrodites  were  free  of 
homosexuality,   then  that  would  prove  that 
homosexuality  was  developmental   and  not  con- 
stitutional.    However,   he  does  not  sufficient- 
ly establish  a  connection  between  hermaphro- 
ditism and  homosexuality  per  se  to  make  a 
valid  inference:  moreover,   he  equates  nenetic 
with  constitutional,  when  he  knows  full   well 
that  other  factors  besides  genetic  endowment 
are  considered  constitutionally  based.      Indeed, 
when  attempting  to  evidence  his  case  of  develop- 
mental  homosexuality,   he  heavily  relies  on  the 


how  anyone  who  has  spoken  with  many  homosexuals      w°rk  0f  Jonn  N0"^'   and  Joan  and  John  Hampson. 
can  say  categorically  that  homosexuals  are  sick"    a''   of  tne  Pediatric   Endocrine  Clinic  of  John 
and     "Many  well  adjusted  homosexuals  would  pro-       Hopkins   --  although  their  work,   at  the  time  of 
bably  be  even  better  adjusted  without  their  n*s  writing,    had   not  been  re-duplicated.      How- 

deviation.  "     (however,   I  fail   to  comprehend  how,     ever,  when  the  Hampsons  and  Money  suggest  that 


holding  both  these  positions,   he  can  speak  of 
"...the  great  Bergler.") 

I  do  not  see  any  logical   errors  with  Karl- 
en's formulation;   it  is  a  perfectly  good  hypo- 
thesis to  investigate,  something  most  of  his 
psychoanalytic  mentors  have  failed  to  under- 
take. Obviously  then,  the  test  of  its  soundness 
depends  upon  the  evidence  he  provides.     I  must 
admit  that  his  research  is  impressive,   the  ev- 
idence he  amasses  is  detailed,  documented  and 
varied;  but,  nonetheless,  it  is  unconvincing. 
While  discrete  examples  of  scientific  research 
are  probably  accurate  enough,   Karlen,   through 
an  eclectic  citing  of  biological   research, 
through  the  juxtaposing  of  different  scientific 
investigations  of  genetic  makeup  and  inheritance, 
has  structured  his  material   so  as  to  arrive  at 
unwarranted  conclusions. 


people  may  be  born  with  constitutional    factors 
{eg.,   neuro-endocrine   'wiring')  which  influence 
the  nature  of  one's  sexuality,   Karlen  dismisses 
their  position  as  a  minority  view.     He  then 
heightens  the  confusion  by  maintaining: 

"Humana  are  born  with  less  complete 
wiring  than  any  other  creature,   and  a  great 
deal  of  learning   takes  place;    but  the   learn- 
ing does  have  a  biological  underpinning . " 
If  not  an  outright  contradiction  of  his  previous 
position  regarding  the  minimization  of  biological 
factors  as  a  force  in  determining  sexuality, 
this  last  statement  indicates  a  serious  equiv- 
ocation,  for,  after  all,  what  is  the  nature  and 
extent  of  a   "biological   underpinning"? 


UNWARRANTED  CONCLUSIONS  Hot, 

His 


KARLEN  MUST  ADMIT  THAT,   SEXUALLV 
SPEAKING,  THE  INFANT  IS  TABULA 
RASA,  AND  THUS  POTENTIALITY^ 
SEXUAL. 


:  conclusions  are  unwarranted  because 
some  of  his  evidence  is  either  circular  in  arg- 
ument, confusing,  or  simply  unsubstantiated 
For  example,  he  says: 

"In  fact,  when  we  look  at  the  whole 
range  of  animal  sexuality,  humans  almost  seem 
an  experiment  by  nature  to  gee  whether  sexual- 

be  left  minimally  to  programing  and 
mostly  to  learning.  This  helps  to  explain  why 
***>*'-■  pulu   human." 

Even  if  we  disregard  his  anthropomorphization 
of  nature  (which  is,  by  the  way,  no  small  mat- 
ter, i  can  „ot  reconcile  the  above  claim  with 
the  tol  lowing: 

ex  drama  tia  proofs  of 
■    is  the  existence  of 
perversa  xn  a  mall  but  quite  noticeable  min- 
nonexistent  or 

h2LZ"J"^l    '  T*  '"  '**  "iml  mrU  u"!«» 
nueanm  deliberately  tamper  " 

Notice  his  circular  argument:   the  learning  nat- 
1t»  JjTn"  Se,ual,t'  "counts  for  hocosexua   - 
MuaTJ.1  ^"V""  «r«"i0"   <'ead  homo- 
sexuality) among  humans  is  proof  of  the  learn 
log  nature  of  human  se.uality.   In  the  academU 


I  do  not  consider  argument  from  analogy  as 
substantiating  evidence.     Hot  only  does  Karlen 
make  unsubstantiated  claims  based  on  analogy, 
but  he  is  willing  to  go  so  far  as  to  draw 
conclusions  from  them.      In  an  interesting,  and 
at  first  compelling  paragraph,   he  argues  that 
because  autism  can  be  created   in  monkeys,  that 
does  not  mean  monkeys  are  potentially  autistic 
or  that  because  in  the  fetal   stage   'humans' 
(his  word)   have  gills  we  conclude  from  that 
that  this  is  the  basis  for  our  ability  to 
swim,  no  less  so  should  we  conclude  that  be- 
cause there  are  homosexuals,   all    human  beings 
have  a  homosexual   potential.     While  this  male. 
for  good  analogy,   it  is  not  scientific  valid- 
ation.    He  finishes  the  paragraph  with  one  of 
his  typical   conclusions: 

"Kejuiar  homosexual  orgasmic  behavior 
the  reasons  for 
not    lie  xn  hie  biological  inheritance." 
Such  a  conclusion  is  unwarranted,  a    'non 
sequnor'    if  you  witl.      However,  gainsaying 
that.    I  wonder   if  Karlen  realizes  the  paradox 
he  has  created  for  himself:    if  all   men  and 
women  are  not  potentially  bisexual,  as  some- 


one like  Freud  assumed,   then  how  can  homo- 
sexuality be  deemed  developmental,   for  it 
concommitantly  requires  that  heterosexual ity 
is  developmental.     He  therefore  must  either 
admit  that  anyone  can  become  a   homosexual   or 
a  heterosexual,  depending  on  learning  patterns 
or  sexuality  is  biologically  determined.     Of 
course,   he  will   insist  upon  the  former,  but 
then  he  must  admit  that  the  infant  is,   sex- 
ually speaking,  tabula  rasa,  and  thus  poten- 
tially bi -sexual . 

ROLE  PLAYING 

Let  us  agree  for  the  moment  that  Karlen 
is  correct  in  maintaining  that  homosexuality 
is  developmental,  does  the  rest  of  his  thesis 
then  hold?  Are  the  roles  assigned  to  men  and 
women,  respectively,  a  component  reflecting 
internal  mechanisms  developed  throuqh  the  ev- 
olutionary selectivity  of  the  species  which 
are  necessarily  appropriate  to  each  gender? 
While  he  preaches  the  equality  of  women,  he 
argues  that  there  are  limitations  which  center 
around  the  concepts  of  mascuHnity  and  feminin- 
ity, that  is  around  sex-role  "behavior.  '  As 
an  indication  of  his  thinking,  and  I  might  add 
apropos  the  employment  of  his  dens  ex  machina: 
clinical  experience,  he  says: 

"There  have  been  theories  abouf  males 
bezng  aggressive  because' of  their  protruding 
sex  organ  and  biological   need  to  penetrate  the 

■  .      Female  characteristics,   from  paegi\ 
to  intellectual   subjectivity,    fiave  been   j 
uted  to  her  sexual   innerness,    her  need  to  ac- 
cept penetration  and  nurture 

by  Btua  lea  of 
seem 

■  .  ■  |      .    .  ■       ■  . ; 

experience, 

that  anc  -.-  ,,„  '.  c'md- 

der  j;  -,  -■..■■.., 

■    ■       pi     iras     this:    ma.    ■  .■     s  ,  '■■■  ■ 
body  functions  have  profound  psychological 

■  ■-■pie,    and  anatomy   and  function  are 
often  socially   elaborated." 
Anyone  who  examines  this  statement  carefully 
might  agree  with  bits  and  pieces,   but  as  an 
organic  statement  it  can  not  stand  for  at 
least  three  reasons.     First,  as  I   have  already 
noted,   he  employs  the  catchall   of   'general 
clinical   experience'   as  evidence;   second,   the 
psychological  meanings  which  people  attach 
to  anatomy  are  not  necessarily  of  the  same 
profundity  which  analysts  attend  to  it;   and 
third,   by  analogy,  the  social   elaboration  of 
social   prejudice  makes  life  for  a   black 
difficult.      Is,   then,   the  social   elaboration 
of  anatomical   differences  necessarily  the 
logical  manifestation  of  fundamental   and     fun- 
ctional  differences,  as  Karlen  suggests' 
Clearly,-  no  must  be  the  answer 


IT  IS  NOT  A  CAVIL  TO  DEMAND  PRECIS-I 
ION  IN  DISTINGUISHING  BETWEEN  BIO-  I 
LOGICAL  AND  I  FARNED  DISPOSITIONS.       ■ 


For  Karlen,   homosexuality  represents  a 
violation  of  these  biological-social   sex  roles. 
Somewhere  in  their  early  learning  stages,   homo- 
sexuals have  mis-identified  their  sex-role 
assignments  and  are  behaving  in  a  social   and 
psychologically  deviant  manner.     But,  wait- 
is  it  only  that  they  have  mis-learned? 
Given  his  previous  arguments,  one  would 
suspect  this  would  be  his  position,   but  not 
SO: 

"But  fundamental  attitudes  about 
sex  and  sex  roles  are  not  just  arbitrary 
stereotypes;    they  are  rooted  in  biology  and 
practical  necessity.      They  must  be   U 
early  in  childhood,   and  will  remain  our 
social  and  psychological  norms. . .  " 
Certainly  this  is  a  major  confusion  if  not 
an  outright  contradiction.      In  one  sentence 
these  psychological  mechanisms  are  biological 
and  in  the  next  they  are  learned.      It  is  not 
a  cavil   to  demand  precision   in  these  matters, 
especially  in  light  of  his  earlier  discussion 
of  biological   versus  learned  dispositions. 

Other  cases  tending  to  descredit  his 
psychological   view  of     the  nature  of  men  and 
women  could  be  provided.     Suffice  it  to  say 
that  for  me  Karlen  is  merely  articulating  his 
own  male  machismo  as  his  own  slipped  pen  in- 
dicates:     r:-,i/    founding  father  of  feminism  was 
■•'t-onc?rafl.  " 
continued  next   page 


•    . 


"THE   FOUNDING  FATHER  OF  FEMINISM  WASl 
I WARY  WOLLSTQNECRAFT" I 


Furthermore,  when  the  author  of  a  scholarly 
text  opines  with  a  social  analysis  that  sees 
women  as  having  more  freedom  than  ever,  and 
that  for  them  to  want  even  more  represents  an 
attitude  of  demanding  'champagne  or  nothing', 
I  can  only  conclude  that  the  author  is  being 
emotional,  and  thus  merits  little  credence. 

Despite  the  new  decanters,  his  theory  of 
sexuality  is  still  just  plain  Mogan  David. 
His  strained  and  specious  case  for  the  cul- 
turally-evidenced nature  of  male  superiority 
comes  down  to  the  old  Hobbesian  criteria  of 
force.     Men  are,  after  all,  stronger. 

"Beneath  the  courtesies  and  aonven- 
■'vilisations,"  he  reminds  us, 
"the  fact  remains  that  men  can  usually  enforce 
physically   if  they  feel    they  must." 
To  me,  this  tired  old  argument  signals  but  the 
failure  of  reflection  and  understanding,  and 
merits  no  reply.     Vet  I  can  not  constrain  my- 
self to  wonder  if  the  logic  of  this  argument 
as  it  pertains  to  homosexuals  would  be:  men 
are  stronger     than  women,   heterosexual  men 
are  stronger  than  homosexual  men,   therefore 
homosexual  men  are  like  women  and  society 
should  treat  them  accordingly.     I  suggest  that 
Mr.   Karlen  has  a  profound  problem  with  values. 
To  recapitulate,   Karlen  has  not  satisfact- 
orily established  his  thesis  that  homosexuality 
is  developmental,  and  as  such  represents  more 
than  a  statistical   variation.     Furthermore,   he 
is  entirely  unconvincing  in  his  endeavour  to 
demonstrate  the  inherent  nature  of  masculine/ 
feminine  sex-roles  from  which  the  homosexual 
has  supposedly  deviated.     Thus,  whatever  his 
new  view  of  sexuality  and  homosexuality  may  be, 
the  evidence  and  logic  he  employs  to  support 
it  are  amiss. 


KARLEN'S  IMPORTANCE 

Wny,  then,  is  Karlen's  book  important7  To 
most  gay  people  -  to  most  people  -  its  si2e  a- 
lone  would  be  oppressive,  and  thus  it  will  go 
unread  save  by  a  few.   But  who  are  these  few7 

I  m  afraid  they  will   be  like  Leo  Goldberger, 
Ph.D.    (Associate  professor  of  psychology  at 
New  York  University)  who  on  the  dust  cover  of 
the  book     is  quoted  as  saying: 

'-pressed,    not  on 
''".   Karlen's  work  but  also  itith 
the  depth  of  his  underst  mtmti- 

Jtc  theories,    :es:<^   , 

communicatee  the  scientific  substance   1,-.  a 
atmightfotvard  rather  than  a  technical  or  ped- 
antic style;   he  certainly  knows  what  he  is  talk- 

:ut.  " 
In  the  study  of  economics,  there  is  a  concept 
known  as   'trickle-down1;   it  means  that  as  the 
rich  become  more  affluent,  the  less  well  off 
wil     also  benefit,  but  not  on  a  proportional 
sea  e     I  m  afraid  that  a  work  such  as  Karlen's 
ll\  ,hYe!     b?,the  sciBntif1c  establishment, 
and  that  it  will   simply  reinforce  the  prevail- 
Hol«yC»;ar'-    "e?!°9>'-    '"deed.    Sexuality  and 
Homosexuality  is  well   written  and  impressive! v~ 

w^he";  !*  ("»«H9«es  every  area  w      h 
is  relevant  to  a  study  of  sexuality.   Unless  the 
volume  is  examined  critically.   It  is  easy  to 

wL",  VM}   Pa9es  ,'"""-«"d  and  not  in  °n- 
vi need     I  have  tried  to  show,  however     that 
2°'  «*  <"ues  »"ich  he  raise        e     h    os- 
ophic  and  moral,  and  thus  can  not  be  evaluated 
simp  y  on  scientific  grounds.   Nonetheless     I'm 

"i  l'C rZ\T"i  I"**''**  or  Sea 
peo  e  will   read  the  book  critically  since  that 
would  require  an  examination  of  their  own  bias 
es.  Thus,   Karlen's  wort  will   i„*i  las* 

«*-  i-V™ "tl:- iiir    »™  '°ad" 

a'h.mop^rsociet,:"'0"6  ^  ■«*•««•.' 


PSYCHIATRIC    CONFLICT 


Anyone  who  has  seen  the  movie  Wednesday's 
Child     realizes  that  there  is  a  battle  being 
waged  within  the  psychiatric  professions,   fin 
the  one  level,  there  is  the  old  guard  who  treat 
people  as  manipulable  objects;  while  on  the 
other  hand,   the  minority  group  —  the  reformers. 
are  arguing  that  therapy  must  relate  to  the 
experiences  of  the  individual.   Karlen's  book 
will   reinforce  the  old  guard.    In  a  recent  is- 
sue of  the  Buffalo  Evening  News,  director  of 
psychiatry  at  Good  Samaritan  Hospital    in  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio  -  Dr.  Robert  J.   McDevitt,   told 
the  American  Medical  Associate   [a  not  unconser- 
vative  body}  that  homophile  organizations  must 
be  watched  lest  they  convince  other  homosexuals 
that  their  condition  is  normal: 

"   ;.      .     ;"  am   tolerant  of  sexual   behav- 
iour among  consenting  adults   in  private... I 
feel   that  homophile  organisations  may  intensify 
a  homosexual  identity  and  cause  isolation  of 
the  homosexual  male. 

While  such  gi-oups  seek   to  alleviate    lone- 
liness and  isolation  of  their  membevSj    they  dp 
alienate  him  from  significant  relationships 
with  his  family,   friends  and  colleagues. 

Medical  support  of  such  groups  when  given 
passively,    often  condemns  our  patients  to  a 
second-class  citizenship. . .    their   (the  organ- 
izations) attack  on  recognized  and  effective 
treatment  of  the  homosexual  male  may  prevent 
treatment  and  resolution  of  his  difficulty." 
Three  forms  of  such   'effective'   treatment 
supported  by  the  old  guard  are  apomorphine  in- 
jections, aversion-relief,  and  anticipatory 
avoidance  learning.   The  first  is  a  drug  which 
induces  nausea,  and  the  other  two   involve  elec- 
tric shock  —  all   for  the  purpose  of  curing  ho- 
mosexuality,   'lo  matter  that  research  on  and  em- 
ployment of  these  techniques  have  proved  to  be 
futile,  the-old  guard  still   proclaim  their  ef- 
fectiveness,  not  from  any  genuine  concern  for 
the  patient,    I   think,   but  because  of  their  own 
homosexual   fears  and  prejudices.   Reports  such 
as  the  following  continually  appear   in  profes- 
sional  journals: 

"To  my  chagrin,  I  Isave  had  no  endui'ing 
success  with  any  of  the  methods  outlined  above. 
In  the  heyday  of  my  behavioristic  zeal,  I  suc- 
ceeded in  temper.::-  exual  cut- 
lets for  some  bewildered  or  ambivalent  homosex- 
subeequently  overj 
"  \ne  and  gratifying  homosex 

succeeded  in  h 
.  ■     .  f  both  sexes  accept 

to  basic  homosexual  or  bisexual    oj     ■  "..-." 

Yet,   such  inhuman  techniques  are  still   employ- 
ed in  almost  every  psychiatric  hospital   or 
clinic  in  the  English  speaking  world. 


KARLEN'S  BOOK  WILL  CONTINUE  TO  RE- 
INFORCE THE  PREJUDICES  OF  A  H0M0- 
PHp^I^OCim^^^^^^^^^^ 


ARE  CRUSADING  AGAINST  THE  INHUMAN 
MANIFESTATIONS  OF  THEIR  COLLEAGUES 
iQMQPHOBlA 


There  are  important  individual  psychiatrists 
and  psychologists  who  are  crusading  against  the 
inhuman  behavioral  manifestations  of  their  col- 
leagues' homophobia.  Martin  Hoffman,  author  of 
The  Gay  World,  has  again  reiterated  to  the  pro- 
fession that, 

"The   treatment  of  the  homosexual  who 
wzshes   to  become   h,  tero. :..■.,■■  j  r    ::■.  :  '77~  'regi- 
ment of  the  homosexual   wh,-   QJniteB    fa    remaTrTso 
but  who   has  problems  adj:.zr  ;>:..:    ;■;    ...j  ,    lTfe~ar7 
the  same.      In  both  cases,    it   zs   incumbent  upon 
the  therapist   to  aid  the  patient  in  accepting 
himself  as  he  vs   ...    Therefore  the  work  of 
therapy  must  be  to  help  the  homosexual   to  ach- 
ieve a  sense  of  his  own  worth  as  a  human  being. 
This  zs  true  regardless  of  whether  he  sau8  he 
wants   to  remain  gay  or  go  straight.    ...   fomT- 

S'MLtK  s?csrz  °°em  Jm  di-°:- 

ed)Th,erh»a."eC'<\,,'e"t,'°ned  earlie'-'   "as  remind- 
ed the  behavioral    enthusiasts   that    "an,,   treat- 
ment that  remove,  symptom,  without  Ss 
leasing  the  patient's  autre, 
:«ment   is  potentially   repres 
tin     ?  ,'  "  °ne  of  the  Psychiatrists  upon 

UZl         f3  ln9  ",th  the  behavioral   cure  of 
homosexuality,  says: 

Jiciane,   both 

with  our 

sexual  person.   By  contrast,    they  read, 

the  converse  and  „t  only  ',„     *,  ijLoe  heTeZ- 


sexual  responses   in  the  homosexual  but  also, 
by  so  doing,    lend  implicit  support   to   the  prop- 
osition  that  homosexual  responses  are  bad, 
wrong  or  sick.   In  the  present  era  of  militancy 
for  the  civil  rights  of  minorities,    homosexuals 
of  the  gay   liberation  persuasion  resent  the 
opprobrium  and  discrimination  inherent  in  their 
being  bad,   wrong  or  sick.    They  prefer  to  eval- 
uate themselves,   by  analogy  with  left-handed 
people,   as  being  simply  different,   or  Iiaving 
an  alternative  mode  of  functioning  and  an  al- 
ternative adjustment  to  make  sexually." 
Money  does  not  stop  there,  he  admonishes  the 
behavioral  enthusiasts  as  charlatans,  and  goes 
on  to  endorse  gay  liberation: 

"Therapeutic  zeal  in  the  abscence  of 
effective  therapeutic  technique  produces  char- 
latanism. It  is  timely,  therefore,  for  medicine 
to  respect  the  arguments  of  the  homosexual  mil- 
itants and  not  to  discriminate  against  them  by 
insidiously  lending  credence  to  the  assumption 
that  all  homosexuals  and  their  behavior  are, 
if  not  bad  and  wrong,    sick. " 

POSITIVE  RESULTS 

All   the  behaviorists  are  not  ogres,  of 
course,  as  two  recent  volumes  indicate.     Dr. 

Mark  Freedman,  a  fresh,  young  Ph.D.    in  psy- 
chology from  Western  Reserve  University, 
offers  us  a  survey  of  the  behavioral   approach 
to  homosexuality  from  a  positive  perspective. 
His  slim  volume.  Homosexuality  and  Psychological 
functioning,   is  a  good  primer  for     high  school 
or  college  courses,  or  for  the  novice  homosexual 
activist  unfamiliar  with  past  research.     How- 
ever, at  times  Freedman  is  embarassingly  simple 
and  naive,   and  certainly  he  offers  us  no  great 
insights.     More  difficult,  only  in  that  it  is 
quantitatively  oriented,   is  Marvin  Siegelman's 
article,   "Adjustment  of  Male  Homosexuals  and 
Heterosexuals",  wherein  he  reports  that: 

"l/hen  nonclinical  homosexual  and  het- 
lal   samples  were  compared,   all  of  the 
■    tended  to  refute  th,    coni      t 
psychologists  who  used  clinical   samples. . .that 
>erage  hamoaexu  ,.'. 
heterosexuals,    ■•■  ■  :..s^_ 

'ho  described  their  own  patients,.'. 
that  all    homosexuals   were   seriously   disturbed. 
The-  results  of  the  present   invest 
fact,    suggest   that  some  homosexuals  of  the  more 
■■      Ousted, 
■:." 

Such  approaches  to  homosexuality  can  and 
should  be  used  to  combat  the  ideological   pro- 
nouncements of  the  old  guard.  The  gay  liber- 
ation movement  must  use  them  politically.    (low- 
ever,   the  behavioralists  who  are   'on  our  side' 
are  not  to  be  used  as  our   'experts'   on  homo- 
sexuality, we  are  entirely  correct  when  we  say 
that  the  only  experts  on  homosexuality  are  ho- 
mosexuals.   I  must  also  confess  that  approaches 
such  as  Freedman's  and  Siegelman's  annoy  me, 
for  in  translation  they  mean  that  we  have  been 
collected,   questioned,  evaluated,  quantified 
and  then  stamped  with  approval.    I  don't  need 
science  to  confirm  my  humanity.   The  foremost 
philosopher  of  our  generation  --  Jean-Paul 
Sartre  --  puts  it  more  to  my  liking  when, talk- 
ing of  Jean  Genet,  he  says: 

"The  homosexual  must  remain  an  object, 
a  flower,   an  insect,   an   inhabitai 
Sodom  or  the  planet  Urwiue,   an  automata} 
hops  about  in  the  limelight,   anything   you 
except  my  image,   except  myself.   For  a  choice 
must  be  made:    if  everyman  is  all  man,    this 
black  sheep  must  be  only  a  pebble  or  must  be 


WE  ARE  ENTIRELY  CORRECT  WHEN  Rt 
THAT  THE  ONLY  EXPERTS  ON  HOMOSEX 
JALITY  ARE  HOMOSEXUALS 


WE  SAY  I 
15EX-     I 


Jhen  we  add  names  such  as  Halleck,  Money 
and  Hoffman  to  those  such  as  David  Cooper  P 
D.   Laing  and  Thomas  Szasz  we  can  take  hope  that 

l,?»  I  t  *attl?  1S  far  from  w°n-   Homosexuals 

have  as  much  to  gain  with  such  a  victory  as 
does  any  singular  group  or  individual,  perhaps 

2Stl5r?iSO-  Aftepan'  T»"»«s  Szasz  has  doc- 
umented the  scapegoating   nature  of  the  psychi- 
atrists'  treatment  of  the  homosexual;   he  was 
perhaps  one  of  the  first  to  explore  the  ideol- 
ogical  posture  of  psychiatry.   Roth  the  activ- 
ists and  sympathizers  of  the  Gay  Liberation 

continued  on  page  24 
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not  so  gay 

■■VI   M%M  and  Kent  Munay 

"This  is  a  sad  book  because  so  much 
is  said  to  try  and  prove  that  homo- 
sexuals are  quite  normal  in  spite  of 
their  almost  frenzied  pre-occupation 
with  sexual  activities." 
Paul  LeButt 
The  Fredericton  (N.B.)  Gleaner 

"This  book  is  full  of  sanity,  it  is  in- 
telligent, it  contains  no  trace  of  the 
sophmoric  sniggering  that  mars  some 
homosexual  publications,  and  it  is 
extremely  interesting  to  read." 
William  Johnson 
The  Globe  and  Mail 

TELL  US  WHAT  YOU  THINK  WE'LL  PASS 
YOUR  LETTERSON  TO  THEPUBLISHER 


DO  YOUR 
THING!! 


8<HJ 


McClelland  &  Stewart 
The  Canadian  Publitheri 


S6  95  AT  VERY  GOOD 
BOOKSTORES  EVERYWHERE 


is     here     to     stay 
& 

so    is   Toronto's 


GAY  HOME 


Ptost 


-large  lied  sitting  rooms 
-party  rooms 

pat  io 
-reasonably  priced 


•* 


•* 


For    further    information  call 
964-0337 


&^^^g 


n.L    BODY   POLITIC 


VANCOUVER    JIFFY    Print  Demo 


(DAN 


Discrimination  against  gays  in  the 
area  of  services  open  to  the  public  has 
once  again  demonstrated  itself  in  Van- 
couver, and  two  local  gay  liberation 
organizations  are  responding  with  public 
action. 

Recently  a  member  of  the  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality..  Robert  Cook,  went  to 
Jiffy  Print  at  1179  Richards  St.,  Van- 
couver, to  have  a  leaflet  rapidly  print- 
ed announcing  a  social  evening  sponsor- 
ed by  the  newly  formed  Gay  People  of. 
University  of  British  Columbia.  He  was 
informed  by  the  proprietor,  R.J.  Morgan 
that  Jiffy  Print  "does  not  work  for  that 
sort  of  people."   Morgan  assured  Cook, 
however,  that  gays  were  not  alone  in 
this  matter  as  Jiffy  Print  refuses  to 
print  work  from  communists  as  well. 

At  her  husband's  side,  Mrs.  Morgan 
confirmed  the  consistency  of  Jiffy  Print's 
anti-gay  policy  by  informing  him  that  a 
female  employee  had  been  fired  because  she 
was  gay.  When  Cook  enquired  about  the 
woman's  competence,  Mrs.  Morgan  willing- 
ly assured  him  that  her  work  was  satis- 
factory, but  that  she  attracted  "undes- 
irable people"   to  the  shop. 

Morgan  stated  that  all  homosexuals 
are  sick  and  should  seek  medical  treat- 
ment rather  than  organizing  in  groups. 
"You  act  as  if  you're  proud",   Morgan 
challenged.  Rattled  by  Cook's  confirm- 
ation of  this  observation,  Morgan  retor- 
ted, "The  trouble  is  we've  got  one  of 
you  running   this  country.    You  know,    I'd 
be  happy  if  someone  shot  him.  All  of  you 
people  ought  to  be  shot." 

The  incident  was  immediately  taken 
up  by  both  Gay  People  of  U.B.C.  and  Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality.  "This   is  a 
clear  cut  case  of  the  discrimination 
and  irrational  hatred  gay  people  are  con- 
fronted with  in  our  society"   said  Maur- 
ice Flood,  Chairman  of  GATE.  GATE  called 
for  an  immediate  boycott  of  Jiffy  Print 
and  member  Jim  Lowen  co-ordinated  the 
efforts  to  form  a  picket  outside  Morgan's 
shop.  On  December  8,  despite  snow  and 
bitterly  cold  wind,  over  a  dozen  mem- 


bers from  both 


organizations  participat- 


ed in  a  picket  which  lasted  from  early 
morning  to  dusk.  Public  response  was 
highly  favorable.  Truck  drivers  and 
other  motorists  rolled  down  windows  to 
ask  what  was  going  on,  and  others  flash- 
ed victory  signs  and  raised  clenched 
fists  as  they  saw  the  placards  and  ban- 
ners. Picketers  succeeded  in  persuading 
several  persons  not  to  cross  the  picket 
line  and  received  assurances  from  most 
others  that  any  future  business  would 
be  taken  elsewhere.  A  police  officer 
told  picketers  to  stop  handing  out  leaf- 
lets. 


receive  the  benefit  of  legal  sanction. " 
Maurice  Flood,  GATE'S  chairperson,  coun- 
tered with  a  strong  reply:  "To  advise 
homosexuals   to,    in  effect,   conceal   their 
identities  is  the  same  as  telling  a 
black  person  that  so  long  as  he  or  she 
remains  in  the  ghetto  and  stays  in   line 
there  will  be  no  problem."   GATE  plans 
further  action  in  confronting  the  prov- 
ince's newly  elected  NDP  government  to 
abide  by  the  humane  philosophy  which  is 
their  supposed  creed. 


Gay    People    of    UBC 


Bob  Cook  leaflets  and  urges  support  of 
the  boycott.   photo:  Jim  Lowen 


Support  for  the  boycott  also  includes 
that  from  the  Vancouver  Grape,  the  Grad- 
uate Student's  Association  of  U.B.C.  and 
at  least  one  local  gay  club,  which  have 
in  turn  called  upon  all  of  their  affil- 
iated organizations  to  boycott  the  est- 
ablishment. 

GATE  has  also  raised  the  matter  with 
the  provincial  Minister  of  Labour,  Hon. 
W.S.  King,  under  whose  department  the  B. 
C.  Human  Rights  Act  is  administered.  The 
favourable  response  of  many  N.D.P.  can- 
didates in  the  last  provincial  election 
campaign  to  the  question  of  gay  civil 
rights  has  prompted  GATE  to  pursue  this 
question  in  Victoria  now  that  the  N.D.P. 
forms  the  provincial  government.  GATE 
is  currently  preparing  a  brief  outlin- 
ing its  proposed  changes  to  the  Human 
Rights  Act  to  prohibit  discrimination 
on  the  grounds  of  sexual  orientation  in 
housing,  employment  and  in  the  use  of 
public  facilities  and  services. 

ROBERT  COOK 


iiffi^asBa 


GATE'S  Walter  Bernard  and  Ian  Mackenzie 
(lower  left  photo)  picket  in  front  of 
Jiffy  Print.   photos:  J1m  Lowen 


Labour  Minister  Responds 

British  Columbia's  Labour  Minister 
William  King  responded  to  a  request  from 
Vancouver  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 
seeking  an  amendment  in  that  province's 
Human  Right's  Act  to  protect  gay  people 
by  including  the  words  "sexual  orient- 
ation", by  saying:  "X  find  it  rather 
difficult   to  conceive  of  a  situation 
where  a  homosexual  would  be  discrimina- 
ted against  unless  his   tendencies  were 
a  matter  of  public  knowledge"   He  went 
on  to  add  that  "I  am  personally  of  the 
opinion  that  homosexuality. . .should  not 


December  1st  marked  the  first  issue 
of  the  as  yet  unnamed  publication  from 
The  Gay  People  of  UBC  (University  of 
British  Columbia) .  It  contained  news- 
coverage,  poetry,  and  social  analysis. 
Anyone  interested  in  contributing  or 
further  information  should  contact  either 
Ian  Mackenzie  or  Jonathan  Kelly,  Gay 
People  of  UBC,  Box  9,  Student  Union  Build- 
ing, Vancouver,  British  Columbia. 


WINNIPEG:  Wrist  Slap? 

In  December,  two  of  Winnipeg's 
gay  groups  applied  for  private  club 
charters,  but  met  with  strong  op- 
position from  Manitoba's  NDP  govern- 
ment:  their  applications  were  re- 
jected. In  explaining  the  govern- 
ment's action,  Attorney  General  A. 
Mackling  said  that  while  homosex- 
uals should  not  be  "hounded  and 
pilloried, "   they  did  not  have  the 
same  claim  to  rights  as  other  min- 
ority groups:  "Our  concern  is 
that  such  groups  ought  not  to  be 
clothed  with   the  same  rights  and 
respectability  as  other  groups." 

In  response  to  Mackling' s  state- 
ment, Gerald  Hannon,  on  behalf  of 
The  Body  Politic  wrote  the  Winni- 
peg Tribune.   Appearing  on  Dec. 
15,  that  paper  headlined  the  letter 
"A  Wrist  Slap  for  Mackling"  It  em- 
phasized the  need  for  a  strong  gay 
organization  in  that  city. 

The  Minister  was  also  written  by 
Hannon,  urging  him  to  reconsider  his 
action  and  inveighing  against  it  as 
an  indication  of  Mackling's  failure 
to  give  either  thought  or  study  to 
the  problem  of  homosexual  oppression. 
In  the  hopes  of  bringing  some  en- 
lightenment to  the  Minister,  a  copy 
of  Humphreys'  Out  of  the  Closets 
accompanied  the  letter.   We  hope  it 
will  have  some  effect,  and  that 
Manitoba's  gay  population  will  begin 
to  organize  in  the  attempt  to  fight 
this  type  of  discrimination. 


SASKATOON 

Saskatoon  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equa- 
lity and  Gay  Students'  Alliance  have  am- 
algamated to  form  Saskatoon  Gay  Action 
(SGA) ,  under  the  umbrella  of  The  Zodiac 
Friendship  Society.  SGA  and  the  Zodiac 
Friendship  Society  will  handle  the  pol- 
itical and  social  activities,-  respect- 
ively. Also  in  Saskatoon,  about  90  people 
from  Calgary,  Edmonton,  Regina,  Winnipeg, 
and  Saskatoon  met  for  the  first  annual 
Western  Canadian  Gay  Clubs  Conference 
in  order  to  provide  an  exchange  of  ideas 
about  problems  faced  by  gay  men  and  wo- 
men in  the  prairie  region  and  facilitate 
cooperation  between  homophile  groups  in 
the  area.  The  next  conference  will  be 
held  in  Edmonton  next  fall.  Further  in- 
formation can  be  obtained  by  contacting 
The  Zodiac  Friendship  Society  -  P.O.  Roy 
166^,  Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan. 
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The  Gemini  Social  Club  has  closed  its 
door  temporarily,  pending  location  of 
new  premises.  Formerly  located  in  the 
Unitarian  Centre,  the  club  found  the 
atmosphere  »as  not  conducive  to  its 
dances  and  other  social  functions. 

WINDSOR:    New  Group 

Windsor  now  has  an  organization 
for  gay  men  and  women.  The  Windsor 
Homophile  Association  began  with  a 
sparsely  publicized  meeting  on  Nov. 
23   The  turnout  was  the  same;  sparse. 

Since  then,  however,  the  group 
has  expanded  to  IS  -  20  members,  and 
holds  weekly  meetings.   It  has  been 
decided  to  forego  an  executive  of 
any  real  sort  until  a  real  need  is 
•felt  by  the  group.   Finances,  as  well, 
will  come  from  weekly  "pass-the-hat 
contributions. 

A  recent  city  -  wide  leaflet  in- 
cluded a  telephone  number  for  infor- 
mation and  conversation,  which  will 
be  staffed  from  noon  to  midnight. 
Initial  response  to  this  has  been 
excellent. 

A  Christmas  party  was  one  of  the 
first  activities,  and  more  socials, 
suppers,  etc.  are  being  planned. 
The  meetings  are  being  organized 
around  particular  topics  to  facil- 
itate more  productive  discussion. 
As  well,  there  is  talk  of  a  seminar 
in  January  or  February. 

Although  the  organization  is  not 
campus-oriented,  correspondence  should 
be  sent  to  Windsor  Homophile  Associa- 
tion, c/o  S.A.C.,  U.  of  Windsor, 
Windsor,  Ont.  or  phone  519-2S6-077S. 

MONTREAL:    GAY 

GAY  held  a  dance  at  the  end  of  Nov- 
ember that  was  open  to  the  public.  About 
600  people  attended  and  the  affair  net-, 
ted  a  very  nice  profit  for  the  group.  A 
second  dance  was  held  on  New  Year's  Eve 
with  ticket  sales  limited  to  1000.  The 
original  plan  for  a  catered  'intimate 
little  get-together'  of  300  was  dropped 
when  the  ticket  price  turned  out  to  be 
$10. 

According  to  plans  made  at  an  earl- 
ier meeting,  a  dance  will  be  held  each 
month  until  the  end  of  the  school  year, 
at  least.  The  date  of  the  next  dance  or 
meeting  can  be  learned  by  phoning  the 
switchboard  at  843-8841. 

Consciousness  raising  groups  will 
soon  begin  in  earnest  to  try  and  help 
people  come  to  terms  with  themselves, 
their  relationships  to  other  people  and 
to  society  in  general.  Sometimes  it  seems 
sad  that  these  groups  could  not  have 
taken  place  before  the  group  was  so  forc- 
ibly launched  into  existence.  It  would 
have  given  members  a  chance  to  evaluate 
each  other  and  perhaps  to  decide  on  an 
alternative  structure  for  the  organiz- 
ation other  than  a  vertical  hierarchy 
and  all  the  pseudo-liberation  that  that 
entails. 


TORONTO 


The  Winter  '72  issue  marks  the  con- 
solidation of  three  feminist  newspapers 
into  one,  at  least  for  this  issue.  The 
three  papers  are:  The  Other  Woman,  Belly- 
ful .  and  The  Velvet  Fist.  According  to 
the  editorial,  only  the  first  of  these 
will  continue  publication.  Copies  (2S«) 
arc  available  at  various  stores  through- 
out the  city  and  from  The  Women's  Place, 
31  Dupont  St.,  Toronto.  For  further  in- 
formation: Box  928,  Station  Q,  Toronto 
7,  Ont. 


B.   Roth  Spiers, 


upiscent  at  the  cabinet. 


CHAT    Moves 

After  almost  ten  weeks  of  gruell- 
ing and  exhausting  workshops  and  policy 
convention,  the  result  of  CHAT'S  [the 
Community  Homophile  Association  of 
Toronto)   attempt  to  delineate  its  pol- 
icies was  the  resignation  of  the  entire 
social  service  staff,  along  with  four 
members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and 
a  sizeable  number  of  people  usually 
labelled  as  radicals  (although  all  of 
these  people  did  not  resign  before  the 
general  membership  as  did  the  staff 
members  and  the  four  directors).   Ed 
Jackson,  Sandra  Dick,  and  Paul  Pearce 
of  the  staff;   Herb  Spiers  and  Dave 
Newcome  of  the  Board;   and  Pat  Murphy 
and  Linda  Jain  of  both  resigned  over 
the  reimposition  of  a  vertical  power 
structure  within  the  area  of  social 
services.  All  felt  that  the  social 
service  aspects  of  CHAT  should  be 
horizontally  structured,  and  that  the 
president  and  board  had  agreed  to  sup- 
port this  position  before  the  general 
meeting.  One  of  the  members  of  the 
board  introduced  an  amendment  before 
the  general  membership  which  contradict- 
ed this  understanding,  an  amendment 
which  was  supported  by  the  president 
and  adopted  as  policy  by  the  membership. 
In  their  resignations,  all  emphasized 
their  disillusionment  with  the  board's 
about-face  but,  more  importantly,  with 
i-hat  they  felt  was  the  reactionary  way 
in  which  power  was  managed  within  the 
organization,  such  that  the  organization 
was  deemed  more  important  than  individ- 
uals. 

George  Hislop,  the  president,  re- 
sponded by  saying  that  while  he  regrett- 
ed the  resignations  he  felt  tliat  the 
reasons  offered  were  not  accurate  and 
that  the  policy  passed  was  not  one  of 
a  power  play,  but  rather  the  best  way  to 
improve  the  operation  of  the  social 
service. 

After  all  attempts  to  make  the  old 
church  at  58  Cecil  St.  serve  as  the 
centre  failed,  CHAT'S  Board  of  Directors 
decided  to  occupy  two  premises  after 
a  search  for  a  suitable  building  to 
accomodate  all  of  CHAT'S  activities 
proved  futile.  Money,  and  location 
suitable  for  liquor  permit  zoning 
seemed  to  be  the  major  obstacles. 
CHAT's  administrative  offices  are  now 
located  at  40b  Jarvis  St.  with  office 
hours  as  follows:  Mon.  -  Fri .  10  to  6, 
and  Sat.  2  to  5  (closed  Sundays).  The 
CHAT  Social  Centre  is  now  located  at 
14  Kagerman  St.  immediately  behind  new 
City  Hall.  Licensed  dances  are  held 
every  Friday  at  9  p.m.  Other  social 
events  are  being  planned,  for  infor- 
mation, contact  CHAT  through  964-06S3. 


Oct  31   1972 

^proximately  5000  people  lined 

a  three  Mod  section  o£  Yonge  St.  in 
Toronto  Ln  order  to  watch  the  annual 
parade  of  drag  queens  from  club  to 

Many  people  stood  in  cool  weather 
for  nearly  three  hours  to  watch  and 
jeer  the  drag  queens  as  they  strode 
up  and  down  the  street.  Police  gener- 
ally kept  order,  but  some  of  the  par- 
ticipants were  pelted  with  er.gs  and 
other  throwables.  The  atmosphere  was 
generally  ugly,  and  one  detected  a 
feeling  of  suppressed  violence  -  small 
knots  of  brutish  young  men  roamed  the 
area  and  were  particularly  offensive. 
Members  of  Toronto  Gay  Action  and 
The  Bodv  Politic  newspaper  collective 
infiltrated  the  crowd  and  handed  out 
leaflets  entitled  "Take  Off  Your  Masks' 
This  handout  noted  that  the  people  who 
were  really  in  "costume1'  were  the 
spectators  -  the  costume  being  the 
socially  manufactured  roles  assigned 
to  males  and  females.  The  crowd  was 
urged  to  take  off  their  masks,  dis- 
cover themselves  and  be  free. 

Reaction  varied.  Some  were  int- 
erested and  paused  to  discuss  the 
phenomenon  with  us,  though  the  great 
majoritv  were  either  offended  or  moved 
to  simulate  amusement. 

The  event,  as  usual,  was  not  noted 
by  the  straight  press. 

Petes    Defeat 


The 


city  of  Toronto  went  to  the 


ist  government  oriented  more  towards 
community  co-operation,  preservation 
of  established  downtown  living  areas, 
and  restraint  of  the  developers' 
destruction  of  the  city   Some  optom- 
ism  is  felt  about  the  possibilities  of 
advancing  the  awareness  of  gay  rights 
in  the  minds  of  the  new  alderman. 

Of  special  interest  to  the  homosex- 
ual community  was  the  race  for  school 
board  trusteeship  in  Ward  6,  where 
Peter  Maloney,  Canada's  most  publicized 
homosexual  political  office  seeker,  was 
running  against  eight  other  candidates. 
Successful,  however,  were  Dan  Leckie, 
receiving  4434  votes  and  K.  Dock  Yip, 
receiving  3945  votes.   Peter  Maloney 
ran  an  efficient  and  impressive  cam- 
paign, experience  gleaned  from  previous 
defeats,  and  came  a  close  third,  pick- 
ing up  3359  votes.   Indeed,  if  the  ex- 
tent of  successful  participation  in  the 
time  honoured  methods  of  traditional 
politics  can  be  assessed  by  accusations 
of  dirty  methods  by  disgruntled  losers, 
then  Maloney  has  learned  his  lessons 
well.   Bob  Spencer,  Leckie's  team-mate 
and  a  former  president  of  the  Students' 
Administration  Council  at  the  univer- 
sity of  Toronto  accused  Maloney  of 
"trickery"  in  the  use  of  ballot-  like 
campaign  literature  which  linked 
Maloney's  name,  without  authorization 
to  a  list  of  leading  canididates  "for 
Responsible  Civic  Government",  thereby 
suggesting  endorsement  never  actually 
bestowed.  Maloney,  when  informed  of 
the  allegation,  dismissed  it  as  sour- 
gxapeS  reaction  and  unimportant  since 
ody  does  the  same  tiling. 
Uisappointed  but  ever  ambitious, 
Maloney,  a  CHAT  director,  is  consider- 
ing new  areas  of  endeavor,  and  is  cur- 
rently devoting  his  talents  where  needed 
at  the  CHAT  office  and  social  centre. 
cont'd  page  24 
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Oarryl  Tonkin  was  born  June  2,    1951  in  Brantford.  He  found  formal 
art  education  to  be  stultifying  and  restricting,  and  as  a  result  he 
is  a  completely  self-taught  artist. 

Oarryl  has  gravitated  to  Surrealism  and  subjectivity.   His  work  has 
moved  from  calm,   reposeful,   realistic  canvases  towards  colour  inten- 
sification and  sharp  form  analysis.    In  all   of  his  work  design  and 
mood  are  paramount. 


CYMA     REVERSA     (DETAIL) 


"...I  ENTIRELY  AGREE  THAT  SOME  OF  THEM.  ..ABE  HOT  SIMPLY  RELIGIOUS 
PICTURES  HUT  ARE  ACTUALLY  CHURCH  PAIHTINCS.  I  HOPE  VERY  MUCH  THAT 
THE  ORIGIHALS  HILL  GET  THE  KIND  OF  RECOGNITION  THEY  DESERVE.  " 

Northrop  Frye 


"I  WANT  TO  EXPLORE  STATES  OP  CONSCIOUSNESS  THROUGH 
THE  SUGGESTIONS  OF  EXPERIENCE,   MYTH  AND  PROJECTION. 


Darryl  Tonkin 


ONE     DAY    WHILE    BALANCING    A    HAMMER  ON  THE    END     OF  A   PENIS 


^^_^_ 


.,m   like  a  bud    into  »■»<«"?; 
and    m  "For  the  Roses"  the  blossom  is 
reaching  «turit>  ■    For  Mntt.   *• 
,ong  "Koun  of  Heart    and  Mind      if 
ect   confrontation  of  that  much  abused 
tcr»-    SEXUAL  OBJECTIFICATION.    Ke  could 
write  reams  of  various   liberation  man- 
ifestoes,  never  quite  summing   It   up  this 
well-    "After  the  rush  when  you  come  back 
dovn/You're  aluaye  disappointed/Nothing 
stems  to  keep  you  Hig\  *J>£r 


gains/Push  your  pap. 

Fuck  your  strangers/ Don' tit   leave  you 
on  the  empty  side/I'm  looking  for  af- 
.:  passion/ 
And  you  want  etimilation   -  nothing  more/ 
That's  what  I   think".   Then  Joni  contin- 
ues to  an  even  deeper  probe,  a  sort  of 
hell  are  you  like 
Than  offering  any  pat  theories 
about  society/oppression  she  directs 
the  force  full  on  the  individual  and  to- 
ward an  individual  responsibi li t 
one's  actions  and, ways  of  being. 
this  talk  of  holiness 

start  of  the   latest  style/Is  it  all  books 
and  words/Or  do  you  really  feel  it/Do 
uou  really  laugh?/Do  you  really    i 
Do  you  really  mile  (?)... /You  ori 
and  flatter/You  imitate  the  best/And  the 
rest  you  memorize/You  know  the  times  you 
impress  me  most/Are  the  times  when  you 
don't   (even)    try.. . " 
And  there  you  have  it  -  a  sampling  ot 
For  the  Roses,  a  bittersweet  garden 
which  I  urge  you  not  to  overlook. 

ON  Hit  EPHEMLIiALb:  .veil,  the  holidays 
are  over,  hope  that  those  of  you  who 


with  nothcr  and  son 
Holbrook  breaking  into  new 
then  a  quick  flash  to  home  mov  i  ■ 
father  and  SOI  mictions  for 

tha  final  SIWKE  N'  BAkT  fade  out. ..ra- 
ther a  good  example  of  a  certain  main- 
stream Hindle  i 
unable  to  go  beyond  prc-pubesccncc  in 

I  utters,  .the  pro- 
duction spills  over,  like  so  many  of 
these  pretentious  dramas,  much  like  an 
overr  lp<         irt. . . 


1 1,  |  g  ,  ,  ui  nai  I  ^  my  i  irst  yt 
for  Body  Politic...  Though  the  column 
seems  to  have  evolved  into  many  new  areas, 
WOI Id  caught  up  (for  I 
I  ices  of  sexual  conformi- 
md  eemlngly  drowning  in  these  ar- 
Kas  remained 
ll,  constant...  1  have  tried  to 
,.  solvent  of  satire  to  loosen 

much  of  these  dusty 
Ingrained  values  by  exposing  them  to  the 

t  humour...  By  newly  clothing 
these  sexual  roles  in  a  cross-dressing 
ot"  androgyny  we  can  begin  to  see  how 
ludicrous  and  laughable  it  is  for  us 
this  conformity  seriously.  . 
i  many  of  us  (if  not  ALL  of  us) 
in  attempt  to  stuff  ourselves  into  any 

prescribed  roles  becomes  false, 
painful  and  completely  limits  an  aspect 
of  our  search  for  individual  identity 
[if  you  question  the  seriousness  of  this  - 
-tion  too  the  conformity-riddled, 
tg  of  reactions  which  still  ac- 
the  sight  of  a  male  who  appears 
sK..  At  host  one  is  born  with 
Lie  body  or  a  male  body  (and  it 
would  follow  that  one  should  attach  a- 
™uch  importance  to  this  as  to 
Mons  between  left  hand,  right 
hand). ..The  rest:  these  manners,  modes 
and  mythologies  (from  ways  of  dress  on 
down  to  'gender  expressions')  are  to  me 
but  so  much  toilet  paper  for  self-right- 
eous sheep... And  sheep  are  such  a  hum- 
ourous lot  for  they  seem  to  be  always 
following,  never  thinking  and  wiping  con- 
re  effort  to  conform. 


waited  up  for  the  world's  greatest  con- 
tortionist to  come  sliding  down  your 
chimnevs  were  not  disappointed .. .an  ir- 
ate Madame  Wow   was  reported  to  be  con- 
fronting all  those  dreary  department 
store  Santas  with  the  chant  "Santa  is  a 
male  ahau  queen"   and  vicious- 

ly ripping  the  wigs  off  Ken  and  Barbie 
Dolls  while  telling  Tiny  Tears  to  "Go 

"  Madame  believes  that  sexism 
starts  in  the  crib  and  plans  to  continue 
to  rock  this  cradle  of  conformity... 
Meanwhile  Sparkle  Plenty  and  the  Spark- 
tettes  have  been  enlightening  the  masses 
with  visions  of  sugar  plums  and  a  host 
of  dancing  heads .. .Kandy  Kane   informs 
mc  that  liberating  locker  rooms  and 
other  bastions  of  the  male  myth  is  easy 
saying  "Give   them  a   lick  of  liber 
and  pretty  soon  they  want  the  whole  con- 
"  I'm  sure  Kandy   must  have  a  vast 
collection  of  sweeties  on  the  list... 
Philie  Stine,    padded  shoulder  journalist 
founder  of  the  school  of  camp  philosophy, 
assures  all  that  probing  the  depths  is 
not  easy  these  days... 

'.ever  one  to  overlook  a 
the  producers  of  the  'made 


GAY  ANTHOLOGY :  -lust  [ike  to 

vance  notice  of  a  forthcoming  anthology 

Of  gay  poetry  edited  ">'.  d"c 

to  be  released  earl)  [Jan/Feb. 

'  "51  .  .  .  i'- 
ii  n  and 

the  US  totalling  44  : 

from  19  to  7b... With  ting  the 

book  avoids  much  of  tl  '  Cliche 

and  lubricated  sentiment  which  boi 
to  death.. .1  have  included  the  publish- 
er's address  for  thosi 

copies:  The  Male  Muse:  The  Gay  Anthology 
(ed.  Ian  Young),  Crossing  Press,  R.O.  S. 
Trumansburg,  New  York,  14886. ■ ■ 

DARLING  DIVINITY':  Mere  is  a  recipe  for 
an  exceptionally  lush  .md  creany  fudge 
...If"  cucumbers  arc  i!  I  veget- 

able and  bananas  the  forefront  Fruit  ol 
the  revolution  then  Fudge  must  surely 
be  its  sv<   neat. ..The  recipe  night  be 

Of  interest  to  many        .  . .  ,  i 

tnc»l  it  could  be  called  a  true  taSti  Ol 

decadence]  a  sinful  sensation  or  wanton 
escape  into  plastic  abandon  [oi  i 

Gooch   said    in  Auntie  Mamc:    "I    iivedt   Mrs. 

.  ' "'    So  whether  you  apprei  Lati 
soy  burgers  or  filet  rnignon  this  fudge 
promises   to  provide   the  perfect    moment 


Pill  LIS  SI  IM 

2/3  cup  (small  can)  evaporated  milk; 

2/3  cup  sugar;  1/2  teaspoon  salt;  ('/•? 

cup  chopped  nuts);  1  1/2  cups  m turi 

marshmallows;  1  1/2  cups  chocolate  Chip! 

i  t  easpoon  vani 11a. 

Put  milk,  sugar  and  salt  into  a  pan.U! 
ing  low  heat  stir  till  boi 1 1 ng ...  cook 
for  five  (S)  minutes  stirring  constantlj 
(unless  you  want  soft  clay  it  must  boil 
and  cook  for  the  full  time). . .Ri  i    . ad 
remainder  of  Ingredients,  stir  till  dis- 
solved. Pour  into  greased  8"  pan        I 
...Serve  on  a  lace  doily  which  h 
consecrated  to  the  memory  of  Mici  B. 
Toklas...  ^^^^^^^^^^ 

And  that's  this  issue. . .Resolut ions  for 

-,  Year,  well,  1  would  Liki  to  ad 
opt  the  Moral  Code  [bei  iu   th<  parents 
have  gone  astray)  and  give  this  poor  mo 
lested  chi Id  I  ■         I nent  ...till 


is  a  splendid  nei 


Joni  Mitchell  which  I  fell  was  worth 
ng  as  it  combines  well  with  our 

r ion. . .besides  I've  always 
fondness  for  her  as  a  wo- 
man composer  who  had  been  obscured  and 

those  whining  macho  farts 
(the  type  that  masquerades  as  rock  re- 
in tho%e  cliche' journals  like 
Rolling  Stone). . .for  decidedly  she  de- 
serves to  be  placed  in  that  charmed  in- 
.1  of  'serious'  composer*  such 
Hies  Brel  or  Leonard  Cohen,  etc. 
...one  has  to  experience  and  grow  with 


'^L% 


good  theme,  .. 
I  for  T.v:  movies  gave  us  a  dish-pan-hands  then,  on  a  j*"^*"- 
look  into  the  HO-MO-SEXUAL  world.  . 
Called  "That  Certain  Summer"  starring 
Hal  Holbrook,  it  portrays  a  'brave' 
thirtyish  husband  who  (now  separated 
from  wife  and  14  year  old  son)  lives  with 
his  younger  'lover'  in  (presumably)  de- 
viant bliss. ..It's  a  quaint  piece  of 
kitsch  which  tries  to  'humanly'  show  the 

'torment*  of  lives  'torn  asunder'  by 

•strange  paths '.. .where  the  son  comes 
to  visit  Daddy  only  to  discover  the  clos- 
et door  a'swingin*  like  a  saloon  gate... 

like  most  of  these  dull,  bloodless  T.V. 
movies  it  continues  where  the  soap  operas 

leave  off  giving  us  new  thresholds  of 

liberals  in  pain... Here  are  some  of  the 

juicier  moments:  (Dialogue  between  the 

'lover'  and  ex-wife)* "I'm  not  a  woman... 

we  have  no^rn-L-  ficates"  to 

which  the  wife  repli< 

woman  1  \»t  compete!"  Later 

during  a  tear-stained-disgust- turni ng 

disclosure  Holbrook  tells   the  soi 

and  of  course  the  son,    "a  bright 

can't   cope. . . 

This  ■clndrann  rings  to  a  crashing  close 


The  soul  selects  her  own  s 
Then  shuts  the  door 

divine  majority 
Obtrude  no  mi 

-Emi 


The  Body  Politic  invites  expressions  of 
frtm  Us  readership.  Address  al 
nail   to:   The  Body  Politic 

:   Kensington  Ave. 

Toronto,   Ont. 

M5T  2J7 

BIEBER  BUNGLES 


COMMUNITY  FORUM 
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(This  letter  was  sent  to  the  American 
Journal   of  Psychiatry,  and  a  copy  was 
forwarded   to  Mr.    Irving  Bieber  himself. 
To  this  date,  the  letter  has  neither 
been  printed  nor  acknowledged.} 

Dear  Sir. 

This  letter  concerns  a  paper   I  con- 
sider biased  and  oppressive  which  you 
published   in  The  American  Journal   of 
Psychiatry,   vol.    128   (lft).   1972,  en- 
titled  "Homosexual   Dynamics   in  Psy- 
chiatric Crisis"  by  Irving  Bieber.  Al- 
though the  whole  paper  leaves  much  to 
be  desired,  I  will  limit  my  criticism 
to  the  following  paragraph: 

tieordgra  occur  obomj 
homosexuals  and  heterosexuals,    but   -' 

■■    mora  common  and  severe 
among  homosexuals.   There  are,  of  course, 
many  creative  and  productive  homosex- 
uals, but  on  the  average  th: . 
from  severe  work  inhibitions  and 

ii-  >rder  achievement.    The 
deep  rel  m le  aggression 

and  of  OOmpettng  with  aggressive  males, 
which  are  salient  dynamics  in  work  in- 
Mbit  WWW  j    are  strongly   influi 
in   the  homosexual  adaption." 

This  paragraph  alone  shows  that 
Or.  Bieber  has  a  very  limited  and  bi- 
ased view  of  homosexuality,  of  female 
and  male  dynamics,  of  the  work  ethic 
and  achievement,  and  of  mental  health. 

I  would  like  any  interested  psy- 
chiatrist to  point  out  any  value  in 
Or.  Bieber's  article.  The  point  of 
this  letter  is  to  show  how  Or,  flieb- 
er's  article  does  more  harm  than  good 
and  that  it  is  based  on  a  narrow  per- 
spective of  mythical  stereotypes. 

Dr.   Fieber's  article  is  harmful 
in  that   it  may  serve   to  oppress,   anrl 
lower  the  egos  of.  those  homosexuals 
who  are  unhappy,   and  who  cannot   ignore 
the  stereotypes  and  myths  concerning 
themselves.    To  say  that   "ilomoeexuals 

■.'■.re  and  tend  to   l 
high-ci-..  is   to  provide 

another  negative  stereotype  with  which 
homosexuals  can  associate  themselves. 

Or.   Biet;r's  article   is   also   harm- 
ful  because  it  is  offering  society  yet 
another  tool  with  which  to  oppress  ho- 
mosexuals.  An  employer's  philosophy, 
taken  from  Or.  Bieber,     could  be  "I 
■ 
r  .  :h     ■>,.    " 

That  one  has  a  so-called  work  dis- 
order or  is  not  an  achiever  is  not  a 
function  of  one's  homosexuality  but 
a  function  of  one's  oppression.  Any 
type  of  person,  oppressed  by  society, 
will  find  it  more  difficult  to  find 
work  rewarding  than  those  not  oppres- 
sed. 

I  find  it  strange  that  Or.  Bieber 
does  not  report,  or  has  not   found, 
that  any  of  his  patients  have  compen- 
sated for  their  feelings  of  masculine 
inadequacy  by  striving  even  harder  to 
achieve   in  order  to  counteract  the 
feelings  of  inadequacy  laid  on  them 
by  society's  myths  and  psychiatric 
dogma.   Does  Dr.   Bieber  really  believe 
that  there  are  not  many  high-order 
achievers   at  the  top   in  many  fields 
who  have  successfully  hidden  their  ho- 
mosexuality? 

Male  homosexuality  is  not  necess- 
arily related  to  feelings  of  masculine 
inadequacy  or  to  characteristics  usual- 
ly    attributed  to  females.   Dr.   Rieber 
seems  to   think  that  only  males  are  mot- 
ivated to  achieve  in  certain  areas  and 
that  homosexuals  ,  not  being  as  mas- 
culine as  heterosexuals,  have  diffi- 
culty competing  in  these  areas  because 
they  fear  male  aggression.   What  he  is 
implying  about  females  also  leaves 
much  to  be  desired. 

1  would  like  to  point  out  that 
there  is  a  difference  between  not  want- 
ing to  be  aggressive  and  fearing  agg- 
ression. What  kind  of  situations  call 
for  aggression  and  how  much  aggression 
■-'.•-ary   in  any  qtven   situation  is 
debatable.  Dr.  Bieber  does  not  take 
into  account  that  aggression  Is  not 
necessarily  a  positive  concept,   never- 
theless,  ne  has  used   the   'something 
less  than  male"  myth  to  explain  work 
disorders  and  avoidance  of  high-order 
achievement.    It   is  this  sane  myth  that 
Is  the  basis  of  homophobia   in  men; 
the  sane  myth  that  takes  nen  fear  to 
show  love  or  affection  for  each  other. 


The  conclusions   I   draw  from  Dr.    Bieb- 
er's writings   is  that   for  a  man  to 
love  another  man  is  pathological;  for 
a  man   to  display  aggression  towards 
another  man  is  normal. 

The  paragraph  I  have  quoted  would 
be  less  biased  and  more  in  line  with 
reality   if  it  read  as   follows: 

"Work  disorders  occur  among 
...seed  and  non-oppressed 
,   but  I  think  they  are  mor- 
mon and  more  severe  among  oppressed 
people.  There  are,  of  course,  many 
creative  and  productive  oppressed 

.    cut  on   the  aver-ig*    the-;   suffer 
from  severe  work  inhibitions  and  t.-'id 
t-o  avoid  high-order  achievement.    The 
deec  related  feare  of  aggression  and 
■■_;  %jith  aggressiv- 
Pi    salient  dynamics  in  work 
tione,  are  strong: 
in  the  adaption  of  oppress* .- 
when   1  use  the  term   'oppressed  people'. 
1  do  not  only  mean  people  oppressed 
on  the  basis  of  their  homosexuality. 

If  Dr.  Bieber  wants  to  face  real- 
ity, he  should  spend  some  time  at  any 
of  the  hundreds  of  gay  liberation  or- 
ganizations on  this  continent.  He  will 
find  male  and  female  homosexuals  alike 
who  have  overcome  the  problems  of 
oppression  to  various  degrees-,  striv- 
ing, working,  competing  and  display- 
ing a  great  deal  of  aggression.  He 
would  gain  a  better  understanding  of 
the  fact   that   the  only   factor  that 
makes  homosexuals  a  sub-group  is  that 
they  are  attracted  to  the  same  sex. 
Any  other  factors  that  manifest  them- 
selves at  the  moment  are  a  function 
of  oppression. 

Dr.  Bieber  makes  token  acknowl- 
edgement  that   "Th.  r,     .  ■   ,  •■■■■■, 
nxiny  creative  and  productive  homosex- 
....   -..,'.  However,   if  his  aim  was  not 
to  show  that  here  was  yet  another 
'problem'  with  the  homosexual,  he 
would  not  have  written  the  paper. 

I   have  made  all  my  criticisms   in 
Dr.  Bieber's  own  framewort:  of  middle 
class  values.   Before  ending  I  must 
point  out  that  belief  in  the  work  eth- 
ic and  high  order  achievement,   as   they 
stand  in  our  capitalist  society  today, 
is  relative  and  not  absolute  and  in- 
volves value  judgements.  There  are 
many  who  argue  against   the  work  ethic 
and  types  of  high  order  achievement 
that  our  society  values  today.  Again, 
the  people  who  can  see  the  flaws  and 
e»ploitative  qualities  in  our  work 
ethic  are  not  only  homosexuals;   they 
are  all   kinds  of  people  who  have  the 
understanding  of  oppression  in  common. 

I  realize  that  Or.  Bieber's  opin- 
ions are  not   necessarily  held   by  the 
editors  of  The  American  Journal   of 
Psychiatry.   However,   your   journal    is 
regarded  by  academics  and  the  layman 
as  an  authoritative  journal.    If  you 
print  such  articles  and  misguided  op- 
inions you  are  contributing  to  homo- 
sexual  maladjustment  or  unhappiness 
in  that  the  oppressive  myths  you  print 
will  be  taken  as  authoritative  facts. 

Thus,  ironically,  in  the  name  of 
mental  health,  you  are  contributing 
to  mental   disturbance  and  maladjust- 
ment.   I   ask  you   if  you  would  print 
such  a  paper  which  is  based  on  a  few 
case  studies,  which  offers  no  proof 
or  facts  and  a  great  deal   of  fallacious- 
argumentation,  on  some  other  oppressed 
group.   Take,  for  example,  a  group  who 
has  got  a  little  further  in  its  strug- 
gles  against  oppression  than  the  homo- 
sexual. See  how  the  quoted  paragraph 
reads  if  you  substitute  the  words 
'blacks'  for  homosexuals,  and  'whites' 
for  heterosexuals  and  males. 

I   await  your  comments  on  this   let- 
ter. 

Tours  sincerely, 
Stephen 


-aWUff-  _, 


MEN  AND  BOYS 


Dear  Friends: 

For   too  long,  our  society  has 
thought  of  and  treated  children  as 
second  or  third  class  people  -   that 
conception   has   led   to   Innumerable 
Institutions  and  customs  which  lock 
young  people  into  the  rolp 
dependent  creatures,  apprentices  to 
the  human  race.      If  we  are  to  build 
any  type  of  social   Justice,   young 


people  must   start   being  recognized 
as  whole  people,  a  little  shorter, 
perhaps,  and  with  less  experience 
in  some  aspects  of  living,   but 
people  all    the  same.     And  yes.   they 
are  sexual  beings  too.     I'm  glad 
that  Gerald  Hannon  seemed  to  re- 
cognize this  when   he  wrote   "Of 
Men  and  Little  Boys"  in  issue  J5. 
What  appalls  me  is  that  he  warps 
that  entire  concept  by  using  it  to 
justify  the  sexual  objectification 
of  gay  young  people  hy  older 
men. 

The  only  way  that  young  people 
will  actually  become  liberated,  is 
if  everyone  stops  stereotyping  them, 
stops  putting  them  into  roles  and 
leaving  them  there  until  they  turn 
18.  To  say  that  older  qay  men  uto 
are  prima:':  ■■  sexual 

relationships  with  adolescents  are 
helping  to  liberate  children,  is 
simply  not   true.      Such  men  are, 
granted,  changing  the  traditional 
family/child  relationship,   but  what 
they  ire   introducing   is  no   better. 
They  are  simply  substituting  one 
type  of  objectification,  a     sexual 
one.  for  the  old  type,  without 
coming  any  closer   to  treating   the 
child  or  young  person  as  a  full 
human  being. 

I'm  not  making  that  statement 
only  on  the  basis  of  a  few  isolated 
instances.     I'm  20.     The  fact  that 
I  didn't  come  out  until    I  was  al- 
most 19  probably  spared  me  much  of 
the  pain  that  younger  gay  people  go 
through.     But  I  have  seen  and  felt 
enough  of  this  ageism  to  absolutely 
detest  everything   that  causes   it. 
In  addition,    I've  talked  to  other 
gay  men,   in  their  mid-teens,  who  have 
felt    the   same  thing.      Many  of  them 
have  completely  stopped  attending 
adult  GIF  meetings  because  they're 
tired  of  being  called    iktokei    /tired 
of  accepting  a  dinner  invitation  only 
to  find  out  that  they're  expected  to 
pay  for  it  sexually,  tired  of  having 
to  be  distrustful  of  every  older  gay 
man  who's  nice  to  them  because  bitter 
experience  forces  them  to  believe 
that  he's  probably  only  interested 
in  their  bodies.     That's  not  liber- 
ation --  that's  oppression  as 
agonizing  as  anything   that   straight 
society  has  ever  been  able  to  lay  on 
us.     Yet  when  older  men  decide  that 
they  are  primarily  interested  in 
sexual  relationships  with  adoles- 
cents, they  will  usually  start  view- 
ing adolescent  males  as  potential 
sex  objects,  with  that  result. 

Adults   who  are   truly   interested 
in  breaking  down  this  ageism,  and 
in  freeing  children  from  the  asex- 
ual role  they  are  expected  to  fill 
don't   have  to  do   it  by  volunteering 
to  jump  into  bed  with  the  child. 
Instead,   they  could   recoqnize  that 
young  people  need  to  relate  to  others 
who  are  their  age  and  have  similar 
experiences;     they  could  provide 
facilities  and  resources  for  gay 
youth  rap  groups;     and  most   im- 
portantly,  they  could  do  every- 
thing possible  to  fiqht  the  public 
schools,  the  nuclear  family,  and 
other  institutions  that  are  trying 
to  keep  children  from  achieving 
their  full  potential  to  be  human 
beings. 

John  Sehaller 
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LESBIAN    AT  THE  CLARKE 


To  the  Editor: 

First  of  all,  I'd  like  to  thank 
the  whole  bunch  of  you  for  just   the 
fact  that  a  paper  exists  that  ex- 
presses our  views.     There's  a  real 
need  for  that.     Oust  finding  out 
that  you're  not  alone,  you're  not 
the  only  one  that  feels  that  way. 
that  you're  not  wrong  makes  you  a 
little   stronger. 

I'm  23.  a   lesbian  and  presently 
I'm  in   the  Clarke   Institute.      I'd 
like  to  tell  you  a  bit  about  the 
place  and  what   I've  learned   here. 

In   the  paper,    I   noticed   quite 
a   negative  bias   toward   psychiatry 
and   I   understand   that  perfectly. 
At   first,   here,    I  was   insulted   by 
the  total   lack  of  understanding 
that  t  seemed  to  get  from  - 
And  [  resented  their  trying 
all   of  my  problems  on  my  homo- 


sexuality but  when  1  stood  up  for 
myself   finally,    I    started  gettlnq 
somewhere.     It's  true  that  unless 
you  take  pride  in  yourself,  and 
stand  up  for  what  you  believe  in, 
you  can't  really  be  happy.     To  go 
by  what  other  people  think  is  right 
is  to  betray  yourself.     You  end  with 
a  total   lack  of  self-respect,  which 
may  lead  you  to  try  to  destroy  your- 
self.    Only  when  I  was  open  about 
myself  to  the  staff  and  patients  did 
I   start  feeling  better.     And   I    found 
that,  although  people  are  initially 
cruel,   if  you  have  the  strength  to 
wait  they  can  accept  you  for  what 
you  are  and  if  they  can't,  that's 
their  problem  and  they're  to  be  pitied 
It's  not  because  there's  anything 
wrong  with  you,   it's  because  their 
understanding  of  human  emotion  is  so 
limited  that  to  try  to  make  them  see 
is  like  beating  your  head  against  a 
wall.     People  are  usually  cruel   not 
to  hurt  you  but   to  reassure  themselves 
and  to  distract  themselves  from  any 
emotion  that  threatens  them.     That's 
no  excuse  but  understanding  it  cer- 
tainly helps  you  to  deal  with  it  when 
you  meet  it.     Why  should  we  destroy 
ourselves,  deny  ourselves  just  be- 
cause they  are  scared  and  have  no 
idea  of  what  human  beings  are  really 
capable  of? 

The  biggest  insult  I  faced  was  a 
statement  my  doctor  made  -  "You  ob- 
viously need  your  homosexuality  to 
function."     This  made  me  feel  mis- 
understood and  it  also  made  me  blnody 
mad  and  I  blurted  out  in  anger  "You 
obviously  need  your  heterosexuality 
to  function.     The  doctor  was  taken 
aback.     She  kind  of  jumped  in  her 
chair,  turned  red  an<>  said  very 
simply  "You're  right".     And  right 
away  she  looked  at  me  differently, 
not  like  somebody  who  was  "sick"  or 
"infantile"  but  as  somebody  who  made 
sense,  because  I  showed  her  that  she 
is  in  the  same  boat  as  I  am,  we  just 
satisfy  ourselves  in  different  ways. 
The  main  point   I'm  trying  to  make   is 
that  you'd  be  surprised  at  what  stand- 
ing up  for  yourself  and  your  way  of 
life  does  for  you  and  that  if  you  do 
it  in  a  calm,  self-assured,  rational 
way  anyone  who  is  worth  anything 
respects  you  for  it.     And  that's  more 
important  than  approval  or  agreement. 

Psychiatrists  differ  and  they  can 
be  of  help  but  unless  you  first  ease 
that  sense  of   isolation  and   unless 
you  can  and  do  stand  up  for 
yourself,  no  one  can  be  of  help.  No- 
body else  can  do  it  for  you.     They 
can  only  be  around  to  reassure  you 
and  support  you. 

Again  I'm  really  glad  the  paper 
exists.     I'll   be  out  of  here  before 
the  week  is  out  and  I'm  ptanninq  on 
getting  involved  with  CHAT  and 
contacting  the  paper  to  see  what   I 
can  do.     What  I  found  at  CHAT  when 
I  went  there  and  what   I  read  in  this 
paper  has  made  it  much  easier  for  me. 
Thanks. 

Charmaine  Lafoust 


GAY  PRISONER 


The  following  is  a  letter 
from  a  gay  prisoner  who  is  re- 

9    "'-'■    "    -j1    '  '--'f-J  as 
p-wt  of  our  policy  of  giving 
free  subscriptions  to  any 
gay  prisoners  who  wish  it. 

Dear   Friends: 

Just  a  note  to   inform  you  that 
1  will   not  be  out  soon. 

Th«  parole  board  denied  me  9 
months.     They  told  me  they  had  no 
choice  because  of  the  pressure 
being  put  on  them  by  the  public's 
fear  of  a  gay  revolution. 

They  said  they  were  advised 
not  to  give  paroles  at  any  time 
to  those  who  could  possibly  join 
forces  with  those  already  active 
on  the  outside. 

The  only  activity  I've  had  is 
the  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Gilbert  wrote 
me,  and  tried  to  visit  me  and  was 
refused. 

The  reason  for  me  passing 
along   this   information   is  so  that 
if  you  should  help  any  prisoners 
in  the  future  please  be  careful 
or   they  will   not  only  be  gay  pris- 
oners,  but   political   prisoners  and 
may  never  get  out. 

Name  Witheld 
by  Request. 


Till:    BODY    POLITIC 


NEWS  OF  THE  GAY    cont'd 


TORONTO:  Roast  Cappon 

This  past  October,  psychiatrist 
Dr.   Daniel  Cappon  appeared  on  the  pro- 
gram "Crossf.re"    [CHCH    •  TV  Channel    11] 
to  defend  his  views  on  homosexuality 
before  a  panel   of  homosexuals  and   sym- 
pathetic straights.     He  did  not   fare 
well. 

Post   Script,   Jan   10,    1973 

On  Jan.    10.   The  Toronto  Star 
published  a  quarter  page  opinion  by 
Dt.   Cappon.     The  article  was  entitled 
"The  Homosexual  Hoax:     this  aberration 
is   not   a   right."     As   the   title  suggests 
it  was  an  attack   on  the  homosexual   com- 
munity and  the  gay  movement.     More 
than  that,   it  was  an  attack  on  the 
public  for  being  so   'liberal'   and  on 
the  Canadian  government   for   'funding 
the  movement' . 

Perhaps  the  best  way  to  refute 
what   he  has  written   is   to  quote  him  - 
his  prose  condemns   itself: 

"They  want  to  legitimize 
sodomy  and  fellatio  between  members 
of  the  same  sex  -  and  whatever  equiv- 
alent manoeverings   that  women  can  do 
with  each  other." 

"If  he  were  allowea  to  act 
out  and  promote  homosexuality,  then 
why  not  rave  or  murder?" 

".  ..they   talk  a   lot. . .  [these] 
...physically  deprived,   fearful,   or 
cowardly  male   [homosexuals]" 

Reaction  from  the  gay  community 
was    immediate.      Mr.    Warren  Hague   con- 
tacted the  Star  demanding  equal  space 
for  a  reply.  Mr,   Herb  Spiers  phoned 
various  members  of  the  psychiatric 
profession  requesting  that  one  of 
Chen  write  the  reply  as  the  article 
could  be  much  more  effectively  re- 
futed by  a  member  of  Cappon 's  own 
profession.     Dr.   David  Berger  of 
Toronto  consented   to  write  the  article; 
it  will  appear  shortly. 

Letters  went  out   from  the  Body 
Politic  and  CHAT  offices  to  the  Star 
registering  complaints   about    their 
publishing  policies.      Letters  were 
also  sent  to  sociologists  and  psycho- 
logists all  over  the  continent,   and 
to  gay    lib  groups  all   across    the 
country  requesting  that  they  too 
wril e   t  he  Star. 

in.   I   ippori  was   united  to  publicly 
confront  members  of  the  gay  community 
.'ii  both   television  and   radio.     He   re- 
infrontation  in  boi 

.  ;hl    of.   ins   statement    that 
nale  homos exu  ii  s  an    Feai  fu]   and 
i;.  i   but  did  const  in    to  im  en  i  ■■■■ 

.      ITlSWered    i  appofl  '  ' 

attacl   on 

aired 
Herb  Spiers    of  The   Bod>    IVliti, 
collective  did  a  parallel   interview  on 
■  hi    n    [W<  ekdaj   with  Lari 
Urcd   locally  on  Jan.    14. 


Gay  Caucus 


t 


in   the  most    recent    issue  of  Unitar- 
ian Universalist  newsletter,   Gay  Caucus, 
a  spiritedly  worded  editorial  notes  that 
the  future  of  gays  participation  in  the 
church's  congregation  will  depend  on  a 
more  positive  response  to  the  needs  of 
its  gay  members   in  general,    and   the  ap- 
proval  by  the  General   Assembly  which 
meets   this  May   in  Toronto  of  a  resolution 
which  would  create  an  office  of  gay 
affairs   in  particular.    For   further  in- 
formation contact  the  newsletter  editor, 
Elgin   Blair,    Box  6248.    Postal   Station  A, 
Toronto.  Ontario,  HSW  1P6. 


STOCKHOLM.  SWEDE 
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of  Just  [ 
ordered  ,i   re- examination  of  that    country's 

specially  those  concerning 
hoaoicxu...  Incest,    and  pro- 

curing.  Also  to  be   re-evaluated   is   the 
difference  between  age  of  consent    for 
heterosexuals  and  homosexuals.  The  Min- 
ister questions   the  special  age  necessary 
for  homosexual  sex  relations. 


PHILADELPHIA 


The  Philadelphia  gay  community  is 
attempting  to   form  a  Cay  Community  Ser- 
vice which  will  serve  all  the  gay  comm- 
unity in  its  various  needs.   The  plans 
for  services  to  be  offered  are  ambitious: 
a  coffee  house,   a  drop-in  centre  for 
rapping,   a   library  and  research  centre, 
a  gay  book  and  gift   shop  with  all  prof- 
its going  to  the  upkeep     of  the  centre, 
dances,   banquets,    luncheons,   variety- 
shows,   concerts,    lectures,   workshops, 
forums,   etc.   The  centre  would  also  house 
a  Multi-Service  Centre  which  would  be 
available  to  all  the  gay  community,   and 
a  trained  staff  will  maintain  a  twenty- 
four  switchboard  to  deal  with  suicide 
calls,   give  out   legal  and  medical  ref- 
errals,  and  to  tender  information  of 
gay  events.   A  print  shop  to  serve  the 
gay  community  printing  needs   is   being 
discussed. 

Longer  range  plans  call   for  a  job 
training  and  placement  program,   as  well 
as  a  VD  Clinic.  This  ambitious  undertak- 
ing needs   financial  support,   with  don- 
ations being  sent  to  the  Philadelphia 
Gay  Community  Centre  Building  Fund 
(cheques  and  money  orders  payable  to 
the  Philadelphia  Gay  Community  Centre) 
P.O.   Box   17386,   Philadelphia,   Penn., 
19105,   USA   (further  information   is  also 
available). 


Gay    Papers   in  Trouble 


In  recent  weeks,   two  of  the  most   im- 
portant gay   liberation  publications   in 
the  United  States  have  been  subject  to 
severe  difficulties.   The  first  and  most 
serious  case  involved  San  Francisco's 
Gay  Sunshine  whose  collective  urged  the 
redistribution  of  decision-making  auth- 
ority within  the  paper.   Wist on  Leyland, 
the  paper's  coordinator,    not  only  refus- 
ed to   relinquish   his   control   over  adver- 
tising and   editorial    policy,    but    proceed- 
ed to  tell   those  who  had    formulated   the 
proposed  reorganiiat ion  that   they  could 
no   longer  work  with  the  paper. 

There  was   a  walkout   and    it   seemed 
th;it   the  paper  had  ceased  publication. 
However,    issue   #16  was    recently   received. 
In    it    Leyland    is   named  as   editor  and 
the  editorial    notes    that   one  core  member 
had   left  taking  a   few  marginally   in- 
volved people  with   him.    Their    intention 
is  to  start  a  new  paper,   The  Gayly  Planet 
which   is   slated  to  appear   in  January. 

Detroit's   Gay    Liberator    is    the   second 
American  paper  to  come  under  attack, 
but  this   time  pressure  was   exerted   from 
without    rather   than   from   within.    Raymond 
West,    formerly   associated  with   the   radi- 
cal  Detroit  Gay   activists,   worked  in 
conjunction  with  Connie  McConnohie    (also 
a  former  member  of  DGA)   and  Dale  Karlson 
to  effect   a  purge  of   the  movement's    left 
wing  elements   in  that   city.   As  a  result, 
they   forced  the  eviction  of  the  Green 
Carnation  Community  Centre   and   the  Gay 
Liberator  from  their  shared  premises. 
Despite  these  setbacks,   however,   the  Gay 
Liberator    is  determined  to  continue  pub- 
lication and  to  fend  off  the  attacks  of 
the  right  wing  organization  that   is  ex- 
pected to  emerge  slowly. 


PSYCHIATRIC    NEUTRALITY    cont'd 


DESPITE    THE   NEW  DECANTERS,   HIS  NEWl 
THEORY  OF  SEXUAl.TY    IS  STILL  JUST    I 

PLAIN  OLD  MOGAN  DAVID.  I 


Movement  should  recall  the  well  chosen  words 
of  that  homophile  crusader.  Franklin  Kameny. 
to  wit: 

"Psych.'..  ;v  -i  war  of  exter- 

mination against  homosexuals.   The  psychiatric 
profession  ie  the  major  enem-j 
Commit', 

Herbert    Spier* 
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NGEC    cont'd 


Of  equal    importance,    howavei . 
the  fact   that   the  creation  of  the   NGEi 
represents   the  first   attempt    by  gays 
to  bring  both  the  politician   and   the 
voter  to  a   greater  awareness    of  our 
oppression  and  our  determination  to 
fight   the   injustices  meted  out   to  us 
by    society.    The   struggle    for  civil    lib- 
erties  is  only  one  facet   of  the   social 
revolution  that  must  be  effected    if 
gays  are    to   take   their    proper  place    in 
society;   the  successful   attempt   at 
organizational   cooperation  represented 
by   the  NGEC   proves  that  we  are  capable 
of  working  effectively  toward   that 
goal. 

Bob  Wallace 
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Hetero-burbia 


A  SUBURBAN    SPRAWL  OF    HOUSES 
FOR  THE    'AVERACE'    FAMILY 
KITH 

MIDDLE-CLASS,  CHRISTIAN, 
HETEROSEXUAL  VALUES. 


THE  SOCIAL  SYSTEM   PRODUCES  AN  AUTOMATON-LIKE 
MASS  WITH  PRECONCEIVED  NEEDS  AND  DESIRES. 


A  MONOPOLY   GENERATING   SHOPPING  CENTRE   WITH  NO 
SPACE   FOR   INFORMAL  SOCIAL  GATHERING  OR  EVEN 
SITTING. 


ENFORCED    LACK     OF    SOCIO-SEXUAL    CONTACTS    AND    INDIVIDUALITY 


Children  are  trained  to  mistrust  every- 
body, they  belong  to  the  nuclear  family 
AMEN! 


The  lack  of  physical  barriers  hides 
instead  a  wall  of  fear  and  hate: 
nobody  embraces  his/her  neighbours. 


^> 


g6' 

■SOI 

^mjjf 

Xfi 

*  *^^" '       \ 

Single  family  houses  remind  one  of 
the  pattern  of  prison  cells  sharing 
the  same  conformity  and  TV  set. 


The  suburban  experience  is  limited 
to  the  fixed  structure  of;   work  - 
family  -  tv  set,  imposed  by  the  social 
system  for  the  perpetuation  of  the 
nuclear  family,  to  the  exclusion  of 
any  othei  way  of  life.  Suburbia  was 
supposed  to  fulfill  the  myth  of  living 
in  contact  with  nature  and  it  is  also 
used  for  social  control. 

The  contact  with  nature  is  consider- 
ably reduced  when  a  few  other  million 

•Ccupy  the  space  which  was  once 
nature.  Instead  the  control  on  human 
behavior  is  successful,  thanks  to  the 

Lficator)  environmental  'order' 
based  on  the  nuclear  family  model. 

So  the  monotonous  mass-produced 
suburban  house  is  the  means  through 
which  repression  is  exercised  daily 
on  everyone.  People  are  forced  to 
live  in  this  way;  an  average  lift'  in 
an  average  house  for  an  avi 


•planned'  by  the  experts.   This  pseudo- 
urban  setting  carefully  avoids  any  . 
uncontrollable  socio-sexual  outlets. 
To  enforce  the  situation  we  are  taught 
(school;   church;   home;   work;)  to 
control  our  senses  and  to  avoid  per- 
sonal contacts.  Great  distances  from 
community  centres  and  the  dependance 
on  the  car  for  moving  around  decrease 
our  energy  level.  Therefore  the 
victims  of  such  suburban  repression 
are  just  the  ones  that  perpetuate 
masochistically  their  martyrdom. 

But  this  kind  of  self  repression 
is  not  new  in  history:   workers  always 
were  the  exploited  ones  and  the  per-' 


petuators  of  their  own  conforraism,  be- 
cause they  were  taught  to  be  so  in 
order  to  be  longer  exploited  by  the 
social  system.   It  is  part  of  the  game 
to  believe  in  a  static  society  and  so, 
for  the  slave  to  remain  a  slave;  in 
this  case  of  suburban  living,  it  is 
part  of  the  game  to  train  people  to 
maintain  the  state  of  things,  denying 
both  personal  individuality  and  need 
for  socio-sexual  interactions  among 
human  beings.  The  passive  conformity 
is  the  way  of  life  that  the  nuclear 
family  ought  to  assume,  this  is  what 
is  aimed  at  by  the  suburban  planners 
so  that  their  schemes  actually  fit 
the  desexuali-ed  masses.  The  seg- 
regating uniformity  can  only  he  the 
beginning  of  a  more  robotiied  • 
of  life. 

Amerigo   Marras 
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COUPLES 


by  HENNEY  PENNEY 


Portrait  of  the  heteros  as  just  plain  bores 


Well,  brothers  and  sisters  we  finally  made  it.  In  Macleans 
Lne  nu  less.  Yes  indeed,  Macleans  magazine  (that  ex-ped- 
dler of  wheat  slu.il  and  lobster  pot  Canadianism,  that  now  dis- 

■  doses  of  Toronto  town-house  chic  while  still  pretend- 
ing to  be  Canada's  national  magazine)  has  finally  realized 
that,  yes  Christina  there  arc  such  things  as  queers.  Only  now 
they  prefer  to  be  called  'Homophiles ' .  It's  like  'black',  get 
it?  So  why  don't  we  do  a  piece  on  them! 

Anyway  true  to  form  this  article  on  gay  couples  in  the 
i'  i  issue  of  Macleans  was  only  a  year  behind  most  Amer- 
"  'H  big  Slicks  in  dealing  with  this  'ever-so-del icate'  sub- 
and  it  followed  close  on  the  Ic.tJ  set  by  such  daring, 
gardfl  publications  as  The  Canadian  Magazine  and  Toron- 
to Life. 

Written  by  one  Penney  Kome  in  a  style  that  must  be  the 
height  of  Canadian  branch-plant,  '60's  journalese,  the  art- 
i  i   entitled  "Couples:  A  Portrait  of  the  Homophiles  as  Just 
Plain  Polks",  showed  that  homosexuals  are  nothing  to  be  afr- 
aid of  --  in  fact  they're  just  as  dull  as  everybody  else. 

And  so  we  decided  to  return  the  compliment  in  our  Decem- 
ber issue.  Yes  people,  prepare  to  be  patronized  as  Canada's 
national  gay  newspaper  salutes  Canada's  national  magazine. 


When  I  was  a  child  in  Guelph  Ontario,  some  of  the  sisters 
from  the  Women's  Caucus  of  our  Young  People's  Liberation 
Croup  used  to  go  up  to  Wasaga  Beach  on  summer  weekends  to 
continue  our  consciousness  raising  raps  and  enjoy  the  sand 
and  the  sun.  I  was  fourteen  at  the  time  and  remember  that  al- 
ready some  of  the  sisters  were  beginning  to  have  relation- 
ships that  were  developing  into  full-blown  affairs.  Even  at 
that  tender  age  I  was  beginning  to  realize  that  nature  was 
taking  its  course  and  that  someday  too  I  would  find  that  wo- 
man who  would  be  my  first  lover  and  that  we  would  live  hap- 
plly  ever  after  and  I  would  write  articles  for  big  important 
magazines  like  Macleans. 

I  remember  there  was  a  girl  with  us  that  weekend  named 
Su:ie  who  used  to  occasionally  attend  our  awareness  groups, 
although  she  never  did  much  except  giggle.  She  had  long, 
blond  hair  and  rather  outsized  breasts  and  we  used  to  tease 
her  a  Utile  by  saying  she  looked  like  a  cheerleader,  a  kind 
of  woman  our  grandmothers  used  to  talk  about.  I  suppose  that 
day  wc  were  being  a  little  cruel  as  children  often  are  be- 
cause she  was  wearing  one  of  those  old  style  bathing  suits 

were  nutr!  ?!  "  V^   "  llttU  halteT  t0P"  *»«algic  fashions 
were  qu  tv  'in'  that  year.  The  rest  of  us  of  course  were  bare 
breasted  as  wc  saw  no  need  to  truss  ourselves  like  sausages 
as  woacn  used  to  when  they  were  enslaved  by  men. 
on  our'Im,;?,'  *1,ssfu1'  WyUle  afternoon,  the  only  blot 
ftL  -1/  I  h°r,2ons  was  a  Particularly  Neanderthal-iook- 

.»  ramc  £°hSM",1*i?  ar°Und  °ur  Circ,c  of  discussion  and 
■acra-e  He  had  short  ha.r  and  a  T-shirt  and  big  muscles  in 

I  of  stereotyped  male  way.  In  those  days  we  had  not 
brn  h  °V"CrC.OUr  chiW"«*  resentments  towards  our  «Ie 
brothers  and  thus  most  of  us  did  not  pay  hi.  any  at  tent  on 
ting  rather  peculiarly  towards  n£ 


When  their  eyes  met  she  would  blush  and  bat  her  eyes  as  if 
she  had  a  tic  or  something. 

Eventually  they  wandered  off  together  in  the  direction 
of  the  organic  hot-dog  and  fruit  juice  stand.  Wc  all  nodded 
approvingly  and  hoped  that  their  time  together  would  be  en- 
lightening for  both  of  them. 

After  a  short  time  had  passed  and  some  very  probing  dis- 
cussion had  gone  down  within  our  group,  I  decided  to  wander 
by  myself  along  the  beach  and  mull  over  a  few  of  the  Ld 
we  had  been  discussing.  As  I  was  coming  over  the  brow  of  a 
lonely  sand  dune  I  discovered  Susie's  halter  top  lying  in 
some  weeds.  Picking  it  up,  I  thought  to  myself  that  perhaps 
the  group  had  begun  to  have  some  effect  on  her  and  that   h 
would  soon  perhaps  divest  herself  of  all  symbols  of  male  op- 
pression. 

Walking  on  a  little  further  I  suddenly  stopped  and  drew 
hack  in  horror.  Lo  and  behold  there  was  Susie,  and  to  my  dis- 
gust my  disbelieving  eyes  saw  the  Neanderthal  on  top  of  her. 
His  large  hairy  hands  were  pawing  at  her  milk-white  breasts. 
Tears  blinded  my  eyes  as  I  turned  and  ran  and  then  vomited 
violently  in  the  sand.  Needless  to  say  I  kept  my  dreadful 
secret  to  myself.  (Until  now  of  course,  when  I  can  publish 
it  coast  to  coast.) 

So  right  then  I  knew  that  I  had  the  fine,  hard  line  that 
makes  my  love  for  the  other  sex  brotherly  rather  than  sensual. 
(I'm  normal,  thank  God!)  Years  have  passed  and  that  line  is 
still  resolutely  there.  I  can't  explain  it  so  I  avoid  explain- 
ing it. 

Of  course  I  had  discussed  the  problem  of  heterosexual ity 
many  times  in  awareness  groups.  We  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  they  were  not  'weirdos'  or  'sickics'  but  people  like  ev- 
eryone else  who  needed  our  sympathy  and  understanding.  Psy- 
chiatry to  us  seemed  to  be  the  modern,  rational  solution, 
They  were  simply  people  afflicted  with  genetic  imbalances  who 
still  felt  the  need  to  pair  off  like  animals.  Perhaps  it  was 
unfortunate  that  the  state  didn't  allow  them  to  breed  anymore. 
But  we  knew  that  that  could  only  lead  to  marriages  and  bab- 
ies and  nuclear  families  and  bingo!  we  would  be  smack  right 
back  in  the  middle  ages  again. 

My  trepidations  about  undertaking  to  write  about  hetero- 
sexuality,  a  subject  in  which  I  had  Little  real  interest  and 
less  experience  may  well  be  imagined.  [That's  just  to  let  you 
know,  dear  reader,  in  case  you  suspected  I  was  one  of  them!) 
Though  of  course  I  considered  myself  a  woman  of  the  world, 
my  research  was  mind  expanding.  It  brought  home  a  belief  paid 
lip  service  to  by  so  many  of  my  generation:  people  are  people, 
lovers  are  lovers,  and  labels  are  labels.  (And  cliches  are 
cliches!) 

(If  I  seem  to  be  talking  about  myself  too  much,  and  you 
thought  this  article  was  about  'heteros'  —  have  patience. 
I'm  trying  to  be  a  New  Journalist  even  though  I  am  a  Canad- 
ian. And  as  Tom  Wolfe  taught  us,  the  New  Journalism  makes  us 
just  as  important  as  novelists  and  we  can  talk  about  ourselves 
as  much  as  we  like  and  screw  the  assignment.  That's  all  we 
wanted  to  do  anyway!  Oh  well,  back  to  them  again.) 


The  Order  of  Loyal  and  Devout  Heterosexuals  Association 
of  Toronto  or  OLDHAT  is  a  spin-off  from  the  University  of 
Toronto  Heterosexual  Association  which  is  a  spin-off  from 
the  old  Society  for  Heterosexual  Integrity  of  Toronto  (SHIT) 
which  is  a  spin-off  from  a  group  that  used  to  meet  in  J.C.'s 
apartment  which  is  a  spin-off  from  a  group  grope  in  the  Bloor 
subway  washroom.  (I  like  that  term  'spin-off.  George  Hislop 
taught  it  to  me.) 

OLDHAT  operates  a  24  hour  phone  distress  and  counsell- 
ing service  in  one  of  the  many  abandoned  churches  in  the  once 
fashionable  but  now  run-down  area  of  Forest  Hill.  The  over- 
riding impression  one  receives  on  entering  the  building  is 
that  of  nostalgia  --  pictures  from  old,  now  extinct  magazines 
like  Playboy  and  Penthouse  cover  the  walls.  Campy  old  pin- 
ups and  photos  of  sports  stars  my  grandfather  used  to  ment- 
ion with  reverence,  the  doddering  old  fart.  A  game  of  floor 
hockey  (among  the  males,  of  course)  was  in  progress  as  I  en- 
tered. 

"Don't  let  this  fool  you,"  said  George  Truck,  OLDHAT  pres- 
ident, affectionately  known  to  the  members  as  'Mack'.  "We're 
really  not  the  reactionary  stereotypes  the  straight  world 
thinks  we  are.  At  many  of  our  discussion  groups  we've  even 
considered  th..  question  of  living  communally.  Although  for 
many  of  our  older  members  it  is^  difficult  to  break  out  of  liv- 
ing as  couples." 

"Of  course  wc  believe  in  working  within  the  system,"  he 
continued,  "not  like  those  loudmouth,  snarty-assed  radicals 
(Heterosexual  Action  Group). 

"Although  they  think  i  they're 

still  female  domin.v 

(Male  heterosexual-.  ,  both 

as  males  in  a  femu] 

to  my  surpris*  i  Found  few  of  the  c 
among  OLDHAT  men l  h  males  and 


Couples:         vtinued) 


simpering  females  seemed  to  be  in  the  minority.  I  found  het- 
erosexuals to  be  warm  and  friendly  human  beings.  I  was  not 
prepared  for  the  warm  handshake  and  hearty  slaps  on  the  back 
I  received.  Despite  my  fears,  not  once  did  one  of  their  male 
members  embarrass  me  by  breathing  heavily  in  my  presence  or 
trving  to  fondle  my  'boobs'  as  thev  call  them  (breasts  that 

A  large  chunky  chap  named  Chuck  P-  (name  withheld)  kidded 
me  by  saying  "Hey,  baby  ya  wanna  ball*?"  to  the  great  amuse- 
ment of  the  group.  However  it  was  all  in  good  fun.  This  par- 
ticular kind  of  greeting  is,  I  found  out,  typical  of  the  kind 
of  interaction  that  goes  on  in  the  hetero  bars  and  clubs  on 
Yonge  St.  The  area  these  places  are  located  in  is  referred 
to  as  the  "heterosexual  ghetto"  or  'het  get'  to  heterophile 
liherationists. 

Entering  one  of  these  places  is  much  like  entering  a  nor- 
mal bar  --  the  same  music  and  smoky  atmosphere.  Yet  one  soon 
comes  to  the  rather  shocking  realization  that  most  of  these 
people  are  in  couples?  A  constant  hunting  ritual  seems  to 
prevail  among  the  unattached  men  an  women.  The  females  gen- 
erally sit  on  bar  stools  powdering  their  noses  and  acting 
cute,  waiting  for  one  of  the  males  to  'come  on' -X-to  them. 

The  most  flamboyant  of  the  females,  who  seem  to  live  up 
to  the  general  stereotype  of  heterosexuals  are  contemptuously 
referred  to  as  'shady  ladies'  or  'frilly  dillies'  in  the  het- 
ero subculture.  Their  big  evening  each  year  seems  to  fall  on 
the  almost  forgotten  anniversary  of  Mother's  Day  when  all  the 
'Shady  Ladies'  dress  up  in  furs  and  paste  jewels  and  brass- 
ieres for  the  amusement  of  the  crowds  on  Yonge  St. 

Considering  the  social  disapprobation  and  stigma  hetero- 
exuals  are  faced  with  it  is  no  surprise  that  the  people  who 
Let  me  into  their  lives  were  OLDHAT  president  George  Truck 
and  his  'wife'  Jane  Bed,  affectionately  known  as  'Helen1. 
They  live  together  in  a  fashionable  duplex  in  the  chi-chi 
Queen-Parliament  area.  The  house  is  decorated  in  tvpical  mo- 
dern style,  normal  sofas,  normal  formica  end  table's  and  nor- 
mal chairs  and  the  normal  Canada  (loose  wall  plaques   The  TV 
set  however,  with  its  large  black  jaguar  TV  lamp  and  over- 
Stuffed  E.Z.  rocker  in  front  of  it,  did  seem  to  occupy  a 
place  of  honour  in  the  living  room. 

ge  does  enjoy  the  Sunday  sports  programs  so  much," 
Helen  con* ided  to  me. 

She  was  in  the  kitchen  preparing  a  normal  Kraft  dinner 
;:t  '  n°;:;,Mi  ir— 1  P««  "id  carrots  for  the  normal  evening 
meal .  (Thej  even  eat!) 

noticed  plenty  of  can  openers  and  other  kitchen  uten- 
n  the  kitchen  hut  could  not  spy  anv  wire  whisks 
^  ^HOW  can  you  make  a  souffle  without  a  wire  whisk?"  I  ask- 

"What's  a  souffle?",  replied  Helen. 

m  liTo^H  "tXf  her  beinE  ln  the  kit"*"  -■•»*" 

Keter™  nousew^t  EVi^T^r  '""l  "T^ 
sock.  And  ,  ^onZ^AZlZVT^T  * 
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Helen  and  1  returned  t 


reg- 


pre- 


the   living   room  to  havp 

any„„7shoVd  ^aTso  of  "S^I'   ■"*"'  ■*-»« 
•ccused-s  fondness  f^r  ba„arlas        '  and  «— l-rt^  «11  the 

•Sk  £<£.™  ,",:°  HT'l  fina"y  S'0t   "P  the  rou"S=  to 

.   ""hen  you  got 

four  calling 

pear  tree-  "  raTt^^ 
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*  'bUl"  is  heterosexual  slang  for  lovemak.ng 
,      *  ■«..  o„.  i,   hetero  sla„g  for  a  ^^^  propos.t.on 


"Does  that  not  imply  that  perhaps  these  pets  are  child 
substitutes  for  the  two  of  you?"  I  asked  daringly. 

"Don't  be  dumb",  George's  eyes  flew  up  and  he  put  his 
hand  on  his  hip  in  an  almost  normal  fashion,  "we  just  love 
animals." 

Over  dinner  I  discovered  that  George  and  Helen  met  in 
college.  In  the  gymnasium  as  a  matter  of  fact.  George  was 
just  returning  from  a  heavy  workout  and  bumped  into  Helen  who 
was  balancing  a  medicine  ball  on  her  head  for  her  folk-dance 
routine.  And  it's  been  true  love  ever  since. 

I  asked  them  about  their  backgrounds  and  neither  seem  to 
blame  their  communal  family  situations.  Neither  George  nor 
Helen  have  any  truck  with  the  conventional  theories  about 
heterosexuality  being  caused  by  two  dominant  parental  figures 
in  the  adult  communal  group. 

"I  told  my  family  group  some  time  ago,"  said  George 
"and  although  they  were  upset  they've  now  come  to  understand 
it. 

"Mine  too,"  piped  up  Helen.  "They  were  just  like  George's 
When  I  brought  it  up  at  the  family  meeting  council  they  said 
they  hoped  I  was  happy  and  then  went  on  to  invite  George  and 
me  to  the  community  crunchy  granola-making  bee." 

As  the  sun  set  through  the  picture  window  of  the  'Trucks' 
(as  they  like  to  be  called)  apartment  and  George  flipped  the 
dials  on  the  automatic  TV  tuner  I  thought  of  the  great  burden 
our  societal  intolerance  places  on  people  and  how  man's  in- 
humanity to  man  makes  thousands  mourn,  all  the  world  needs 
now  is  love  sweet  love,  never  criticise  a  man  until  you've 
walked  a  mile  in  his  shoes,  what's  one  man's  meat  is  another 
man  s  poison  that  variety  is  the  spice  of  life,  and  differ- 
ent strokes  for  different  folks. 

And  that's  all  the  heterosexuals  are,  dear  friends  is 


just  plain  folks  . 


-Hugh  Brewster 


"Beat  that .  Smokev 
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